May 20, 2014
Special Meeting
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD MAY 20, 2014

A Special Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, was held Tuesday, May 20, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

		PRESENT:		Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
					Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor
					Roosevelt Edwards, Jr., Councilor 
					K. Wayne Walton, Councilor
					Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor
					Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor
							
					Mark A. Haley, Acting City Manager
					David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
					Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk

		ABSENT:		Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Councilor

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bujakowski opened the meeting at 6:31 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows:

			Mayor Bujakowski		-	present 
			Vice Mayor Gore		-	ABSENT  arrived at 6:28 p.m.
			Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	ABSENT
			Councilor Edwards		-	present
			Councilor Walton		-	present
			Councilor Pelham		-	ABSENT arrived at 7:36 p.m.
			Councilor Shornak		-	present


CLOSED MEETING

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak and unanimously passed to resolve to go into Closed Meeting for consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. (ARB and Code Enforcement litigation and EEOC complaint); and appointments (City Council Boards and Commissions) in accordance with Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1) & (7).



OPEN MEETING

	At 7:30 p.m. Council convened into Open Meeting. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Meeting?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

ROLL CALL

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the meeting at 7:31 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Bujakowski		-	present
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	present 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	ABSENT
				Councilor Edwards		-	present
							Councilor Walton		-	present
				Councilor Pelham		-	present
				Councilor Shornak		-	present 

	Prior to opening City Council’s scheduled public hearing, Jerry Whitaker, Finance Director, presented to City Council, via a PowerPoint presentation, the City Manager’s proposed FY 2014-2015 City Budget (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  He highlighted the remaining budget calendar, budget process, FY 2014-2015 program priorities, budget highlights, new position requests, scenarios for COLA increases, school funding, tax rate increase required to fund schools and unfunded requests, and his goal to balance recurring expenses with recurring revenues and one-time expenses with one-time revenues.

PUBLIC HEARING – FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 CITY BUDGET

The purpose of this Public Hearing was to receive public comments regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget.

Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 7:31 p.m.

Dr. Fahey superintendent of Hopewell Public Schools asked City Council to consider an increase for the teachers since five teachers were leaving. 

There being no other speakers, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m.

Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to include a 2% COLA for full time City employees in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

Mayor Bujakowski filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement, wife teacher in School System.

Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement, daughter works for city.

Councilor Pelham filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement; employee of Hopewell Public Schools. 

Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to include $20,000 for the Crater District Area Agency on Aging for home improvements for eligible Hopewell citizens in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

Motion was made by Councilor Shornak, seconded by Councilor Edwards to resolve to include $30,000 for the Historic Hopewell Foundation for roof repairs at Weston Plantation in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Walton to adopt the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and allocate up to $100,000 in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO


Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Mayor Bujakowski to resolve to include $20,000 for a Legacy Existing Citywide Business Matching fund to come out of the Capital Improvement Projects in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget. 

Friendly amendment by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to earmark $20,000 from the CIP for a citywide grant program developed for business retention. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes	

	Vice Mayor Gore was asked by City Council to try to get the Lincoln Movie to be shown at the Beacon Theatre. 

REPORTS OF BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

	The Hopewell Local Sesquicentennial Civil War Committee 	updated City Council on the projects for the Sesquicentennial.  Herbert Bragg the Intergovernmental Public Affairs Directors introduced Dr. Steven Anders of the committee who is the former Historian for Fort Lee. The Sesquicentennial Civil War Celebration will spotlight City Point. The Local Sesquicentennial Civil War Committee would like to develop a Civil War Legacy Project. The project would be a Civil War application. The application would include virtual tours when historical facilities are closed. Video clips, oral histories, and an interactive map of the Wharf during the Civil War would explain the importance of City Point as the busiest port City in the World. The application would also include a historical map of Hopewell and maps of the surrounding areas. The application development cost would be a onetime fee of approximately $35,000 and a host website at a cost of $10,000 annually. The estimated time to have the application up and running would be weeks. For the Sesquicentennial, there are plans for varied exhibits, scripts, reenactments, and guest speakers. 

ADJOURN
At 8:15 PM, motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and unanimously passed.


							        							                                                                                       		           	               		 	                                                                                 ______________________________________
					      Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
______________________________________
         Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk 




