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CITY OF HOPEWELL 
Hopewell, Virginia 23860 

CITY COUNCIL 
Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward #4 

Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward #7 
Debbie Randolph, Councilor, Ward #1 
Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward #2 

Johnny Partin, Councilor, Ward #3 
Janice Denton, Councilor, Ward #5 

Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor, Ward #6 

John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 
Stefan M. Calos, City Attorney 

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

AGENDA 

PHONE: 541-2249 
FAX: 541-2248 

e-mail: info@hopewellva.gov 
www.hopewellva.gov 

rarrington@hopewellva.gov 

 Date: May 14, 2019 MUNICIPAL BUILDING Closed Meeting:  5:30 p.m. 
Work Session: 6:30 p.m. 

Regular Meeting: 7:30 p.m. 

OPEN MEETING 

5:30 p.m. Call to order, roll call, and welcome to visitors 

SUGGESTED MOTION: To go into closed meeting for (1) discussion and consideration of specific 

appointees of city council (boards, commissions, authorities); (2) discussion, consideration or interviews of 

specific appointees or employees of city council (city manager, city clerk, city attorney); and (3) 

consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by city council related thereto and regarding specific 

legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel,  in accordance with Virginia Code § 

2.2-3711 (A) (1) [two items], and (8), respectively. 

Roll Call 

CLOSED MEETING 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE § 2.2-3712 (D): Were only public business matters 

(1) lawfully exempted from open-meeting requirements and (2) identified in the closed-meeting motion 

discussed in closed meeting? 

Roll Call 

SUGGESTED MOTION: To amend/adopt agenda 

Roll Call 

WORK SESSION 

WS-1 Land use work session to provide an overview of a request for a Conditional Use Permit at 219 N. 

15th Avenue 

WS-2 Land use work session to provide an overview of a request for a Rezoning of property located at 5, 

7 , 9, and 11 Curtis Harris Street. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

7:30 p.m.   Call to order, roll call, and welcome to visitors 

Prayer by Rev. Michael Wyche, of John Randolph Pastoral Care, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

of the United States of America led by Councilor Partin. 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine by Council and will be approved or 

received by one motion in the form listed. Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion under 

the regular agenda at the request of any Councilor. 

C-1 Minutes:  March 26, April 10, April 16, April 18, April 23, April 30, 2019 

C-2 Pending List:  

C-3 Routine Approval of Work Sessions:  May 21, 2019 (budget worksession); May 28, 2019 (spot 

blight, amendment of Enterprise Zone ordinance) 

C-4 Personnel Change Report & Financial Report:  Attached 

C-5 Ordinances on Second & Final Reading:   

C-6 Routine Grant Approval:  

C-7 Public Hearing Announcement: May 28, 2019 - FY20 Budget 

C-8 Information for Council Review: CDBG Draft minutes – 4-30-19 

C-9 Resolutions/Proclamations/Presentations:  Police Week and Peace Officers Memorial Day 

proclamation; Suicide Awareness proclamation 

C-10 Additional Announcements: Woodlawn Park Grand opening 

Public Hearings 

CITY CLERK: All persons addressing Council shall approach the microphone, give name and, if they reside in 

Hopewell, their ward number, and limit comments to five minutes. No person shall be permitted to address 

Council a second time until all others have been heard and no one may speak more than twice on any subject in 

any one meeting. All remarks shall be addressed to Council as a body, any questions must be asked through the 

mayor only, and there shall be no discussion without permission of the mayor. Any person who makes personal, 

impertinent, abusive, or slanderous statements, or incites disorderly conduct in Council Chambers may be barred 

by the mayor from further audience before Council, and removed, subject to appeal to a majority of Council. (See 

Rules 405 and 406) 

PH-1 FY 2019-2020 City Operating Budget 

ISSUE:  Public hearing to receive citizen input on the proposed FY2019-2020 City Operating Budget 

MOTION: 

Roll Call 
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PH-2 Fiscal Year 2020 School Board Operating Budget 

ISSUE:  Council is requested to approve and adopt the amended Fiscal Year 2020 School Board Budget 

MOTION: 

Roll Call 

Communications from Citizens 

CITY CLERK: A Communications from Citizens period, limited in total time to 30 minutes, is part of the Order 

of Business at each regular Council meeting. All persons addressing Council shall approach the microphone, give 

name and, if they reside in Hopewell, their ward number, and limit comments to three minutes. No one is permitted 

to speak on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular agenda of the meeting. All remarks shall be 

addressed to Council as a body, any questions must be asked through the mayor only, and there shall be no 

discussion without permission of the mayor. Any person who makes personal, impertinent, abusive, or slanderous 

statements, or incites disorderly conduct in Council Chambers, may be barred by the mayor from further audience 

before Council, and removed, subject to appeal to a majority of Council. (See Rules 405 and 406.) 

Regular Business 

Reports of City Manager: 

R-1 Adjustment to the Employee Only City Share for the TLC (The Local Choice) Key Advantage 

Expanded Plan for the 2019-2020 plan year 

ISSUE:  Request that Council approve a slight adjustment to the 2019-2020 Employee Only City Share 

for the TLC Key Advantage Expanded Plan as requested by TLC. 

MOTION: 

Roll Call 

R-2 Twinning Association – Trip to England 

ISSUE:  Councillor Mrs. Jenny Webb, Mayor-Elect of Ashford in England has extended an invitation to 

our Mayor to join Ashford in celebrating the 20th anniversary of the official twinning of Ashford and 

Hopewell. This celebration will be held in England. 

MOTION: 

Roll Call 
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Reports of the City Attorney:   Council rules 

Reports of the City Clerk: Boards, Committees, Commissions Vacancies 

Board, Commission, Committee Current members Vacancies 

Ashford Civic Plaza 1 6 

Board of Building Code and Fire Prevention Code Appeals 2 3 

Board of Zoning Appeal 4 1 

Central Virginia Waste Management Authority 1 1 

Community Policy and Management Team  9 1 

Dock Commission 0 5 

Economic Development Authority 4 3 

Historic Preservation Committee 5 7 

Friends of the Appomattox River 1 1 

Keep Hopewell Beautiful 6 4 

Planning Commission/Wetlands Board 4 1 

Recreation Commission 4 3 

Social Services Advisory Board 2 5 

Transportation Safety Board 4 1 

Youth Services Commission 11 4 

Virginia Gateway Region 1 1 

Reports of City Council: 

Committees 

Individual Councilors  

Item No. Councilor Item Description 

IR-1 Gore 30-day Report Out – ClearGov (return item) 

IR-2 Gore Hopewell B-Corp creation - In 2018, I started the “Pillars” initiative in 

response to the Cities of Opportunity Grant award. Pillars calls on all “pillars of 

the community” to share what they provide as free or low cost resources to the 

City and its residents. The goal is to create a local database of services and 

resources to begin to fill in the gaps within the community. Request City 

Council to approve using a $10,000 budget decrease from City Council’s budget 

to create a community incentive for business to become a “local” variation of B-

Corps and to demonstrate that they are “Pillars of the Community”. Money to be 

provided in the form of a grant to any local organization that provides free 

services, supports community events, provides goods, manpower, leave for 

employees to support community initiatives/Big Brother’s Big Sisters, etc. 

Request that Mayor work with City Manager to develop a policy and guidelines 

for submission in anticipation of the FY20 budget adoption. I will be investing a 

portion of the Ward 4 Improvement to create “Pillar” decals to provide to 

businesses that are members. The goal is honor and display the “Pillars in the 

Community” during the “I ♥ Hopewell” festival by conducting a Community 

Awards program. Invite City Council participation to join efforts to co-host 

Community Call to Action and Awards Program. (return item) 
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IR-3 Gore Beacon Theater Sunday use - Last year, City Council supported adding an 

additional $100,000 to the Beacon Theaters budget for community programs. 

Requesting Beacon Theater finical report to show expenditures from that 

amount and current plans for remaining community funding. Request City 

Council to approve FREE access to theater on Sundays after the Beacon Church 

service for community events. Request City Council develop an Ad-Hoc 

Committee to review submissions and recommended approval of programs to be 

offered at theater for the public. Request that the City Manager serve as the 

Chair of the Ad-Hoc since his role serves as the Chair of the Beacon Theater 

LLC. (return item) 

IR-4 Gore Pending List - Request City Manager and City Clerk meet to create list for the 

re-established pending list. City Council approved including the list in the City 

Council Agenda Packet. Since Feb, City Council has requested several Work 

Sessions and IR items. We need a list to visualize order of requests, action 

deadline and next steps. Request City Council approve list to be included in the 

next City Council Agenda Packet for initial approval and then to be updated by 

the City manager’s Office and submitted to Clerk per agenda rules for inclusion 

in City Council’s Agenda Packet. (return item) 

IR-5 Denton Council requested figures from the City Manager for the entire renovation 

budget for all departments (return item) 

IR-6 Randolph Set work sessions to discuss Limiting agenda IR and CCR’s for each council 

meeting  

IR-7 Partin 

Pelham 

New Neighborhood Road Repaving Program - For many years the city has 

had to cut funding from repaving roads and fixing our neighborhood 

infrastructure.  These cuts have had a detrimental effect on the safety, 

appearance, and housing stock in our neighborhoods.  I would like to request 

City Council to allow the City Manager and his staff to research the idea of 

establishing and implementing a road repaving program that will ensure every 

neighborhood road is paved at least once every 10-15 years and to bring back a 

proposal to City Council within the next 90 days that includes the capital costs 

and the staff/manpower cost to fund and implement the program.     

Citizen/Councilor Requests 

Other Council Communications 

Adjournment 
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SUMMARY: 

Y N       Y N  

□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1    □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2   □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3    □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 

□ □ Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward #4 
 

 

       

  

 

CITY OF HOPEWELL  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 

 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment  

None (Does not apply) 

 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing          

Presentation-Boards/Commissions  

Unfinished Business            

Citizen/Councilor Request      

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees  
 

 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing       

Approve on Emergency Measure  

 

COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:     

Land use work session to provide an overview of  a request for a Conditional Use Permit at 

219 N. 15
th

 Avenue 

ISSUE:  In order to construct a permitted use on a non-conforming lot of record, an applicant 

must receive approval from City Council, with a recommendation from the Planning 

Commission.   

RECOMMENDATION:  Hold a work session on May 14, 2019 to discuss the request for a 

conditional use permit. 

TIMING: Work Session - May 14, 2019  

Public Hearing – May 28, 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: The applicant, Barber Construction Company, has a contract to purchase 

property at 219 North 15
th

 Avenue, to build a single family detached home on a non-conforming 

lot of record.  The property is located in Ward 1.  

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

 Staff Report 

 Conditional use permit application 

 Neighborhood Housing Inventory 

 Map of property and pictures of surrounding houses 

STAFF:    

Tevya Williams Griffin, Director of Development 
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Case: Conditional Use Permit- 219 N. 15th Ave.  Page 1 

                                                            Agent: Barber Construction Company  

219 North 15th Avenue 

Conditional Use Permit 
Staff Report prepared for the City Council Special Meeting 

 

 May 7, 2019 

 

 

This report is prepared by the City of Hopewell Department of Development Staff to 

provide information to the Planning Commission to assist them in making an informed 

decision on this matter. 

 

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS & WORKSESSIONS: 

 

Planning Commission May 2, 2019 Approval with conditions 

City Council 

Worksession 

May 14, 20119 No action necessary 

 

II. IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

Requested Zoning: N/A 

Existing Zoning: R-2, Residential, Medium Density 

Acreage: 7,500 square feet 

Owner: Mary Kijambu 

Location of Property: Approximately 200 feet from intersection 

of West Broadway and North 15th Avenue  

Election Ward: Ward 1 

Land Use Plan Recommendation: Urban Residential 

Strategic Plan Goal: N/A 

Map Location(s): Sub Parcel #: 030-0820 

Lots 20-21, Block 20, Day Subdivision 

Zoning of Surrounding Property: North:  R-2 

South:  R-2  

East:    R-2  

West:   R-2 

III. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The City of Hopewell has received a request from Barber Construction for a Conditional 

Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with Article IV, Section I, Special Conditions for 

Nonconforming Lots and Article XVII, Nonconforming Uses, Section F., 
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Case: Conditional Use Permit- 219 N. 15th Ave.  Page 2 

Nonconforming Lots of Record, in order to build a single family detached home on a 

nonconforming lot of record in the Medium Density, R-2, Zoning District.   

IV. APPLICABLE CODE SECTIONS: 

The provisions of the Zoning Ordinance that are germane to this request for a Conditional 

Use Permit are the following: 

Article IV, Section I, Special Conditions for Non-conforming Lots 

For property consisting of less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square 

feet but five thousand (5,000) or more square feet and/or less than seventy (75) 

feet but fifty (50) feet or more of frontage, an applicant may appeal to City 

Council for a Conditional Use Permit as allowed in Section XVIII of the Zoning 

Ordinance for approval to construct a single family dwelling on such lot in 

accordance with the procedures given in Section XVIII of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Article XXI, Amendments, Section D, Conditional and Special Use Permits, Sub-Section 

c. 1-3: 

 

1. When the Director has certified that the application is complete, it shall be 

deemed received and referred to the Planning Commission for its review and 

recommendation to City Council.  

 

2. The Planning Commission shall, within ninety (90) days after the first 

meeting of the Planning Commission after such referral, report to the City 

Council its recommendation as to the approval or disapproval of such 

application and any recommendation for establishment of conditions, in 

addition to those set forth in this Article, deemed necessary to protect the 

public interest and welfare. Failure of the Planning Commission to report 

within ninety (90) days shall be deemed a recommendation of approval.  

 

3. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the City 

Council, after public notice in accordance with Virginia Code § 15.2-2204, 

shall hold at least one public hearing on such application, and as a result 

thereof, shall either approve or deny the request.  

 

Article XXI, Section D, Conditional and Special Use Permits, subsection (4) 

  

4. In approving any conditional use permit, the City Council may impose 

conditions or limitations on any approval, as it may deem necessary to 

protect the public interest and welfare.  Such additional standards may 

include, but need not be limited to: 

 

i. Special setbacks, yard or construction requirements, increased 

screening or landscaping requirements, area requirements, 

development phasing, and standards pertaining to traffic, 
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Case: Conditional Use Permit- 219 N. 15th Ave.  Page 3 

circulation, noise, lighting, hours of operation and similar 

characteristics; and 

 

ii. A performance guarantee, acceptable in form, content and amount 

to the City, posted by the applicant to ensure continued compliance 

with all conditions and requirements as may be specified.  

Article XXI, Amendments, Section D, Sub-Section d. 

 

d. Approval Criteria 

 

As may be specified within each zoning district, the Planning Commission and 

approval by the City Council shall permit uses permitted subject to conditional 

use review criteria only after review only if the applicant demonstrates that:  

 

1. The proposed conditional use is in compliance with all regulations of the 

applicable zoning district, the provisions of this Article, and any 

applicable General Provisions as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

2. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the proposed use is not 

detrimental to, and will not endanger, the public health, safety, morals, 

comfort, or general welfare. 

 

3. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other 

property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor 

substantially impair the use of other property within the immediate 

proximity. 

 

4. The proposed conditional use conforms to the character of the 

neighborhood within the same zoning district in which it is located. The 

proposal as submitted or modified shall have no more adverse effects on 

health, safety or comfort of persons living or working in or driving 

through the neighborhood, and shall be no more injurious to property or 

improvements in the neighborhood, than would any other use generally 

permitted in the same district. In making such a determination, 

consideration shall be given to the location, type, size, and height of 

buildings or structures, type and extent of landscaping and screening on 

the site, and whether the proposed use is consistent with any theme, 

action, policy or map of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

5. The exterior architectural appeal and function plan of any proposed 

structure will not be so at variance with either the exterior architectural 

appeal and functional plan of the structures already constructed or in the 

course of construction in the immediate neighborhood or the character of 

the applicable zoning district, and shall enhance the quality of the 

neighborhood.   
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Case: Conditional Use Permit- 219 N. 15th Ave.  Page 4 

6. The public interest and welfare supporting the proposed conditional use is 

sufficient to outweigh the individual interests, which are adversely 

affected by the establishment of the proposed use.  

  

7. The proposed use will not result in the destruction, loss or damage of any 

feature determined to be of significant ecological, scenic or historic 

importance.  

 

V. SUBJECT PROPERTY: 

The minimum square footage required to construct a single family detached home in the 

R-2 Zoning District is 7,500 square feet.  The required lot width at the right-of-way line 

is 75 linear feet.  The subject property meets the minimum square footage requirement 

but only has 50 feet of frontage at the right of way line and is therefore required to obtain 

a Conditional Use Permit from City Council.  

The subject property is a vacant lot located in the Day Subdivision at 217 North 15th 

Avenue, also identified as Sub-Parcel #038-0820.  In 2016 the home on the lot was 

damaged during a fire.  There have been attempts to rebuild the home.  The property was 

sold three times during a span of just two years.  After concluding that the home could 

not be salvaged, contractors in 2018 attempted to demolish the home but keep the 

previous foundation.  However, this effort was soon abandoned, as an engineer would not 

certify its safety.   

Last year, the City demolished the remainder of the home and cleared the site.  The 

owner is selling the lot to Barber Construction to build a single family detached home 

contingent upon the approval of this request.  

 

VI. ZONING/STAFF ANALYSIS: 

As of March 26, 2019, in order to construct a permitted use on a non-conforming lot of 

record, applicants must receive a Conditional Use Permit regardless of the zoning district.  

When considering a conditional use permit, the Planning Commission must consider the 

seven conditions outlined in Article XXI of the Zoning Ordinance, cited on page 3.  The 

Commission may also impose conditions that are suitable to ensure the character of the 

neighborhood and zoning district in which the use is locating will not be adversely 

affected.  Conditions may also dictate the architectural style of a proposed structure to 

ensure it will not be a variance with either the exterior architectural appeal and functional 

plan of the structures already constructed in the immediate neighborhood or the character 

of the applicable zoning district. 

Staff contends that a single family detached home remains a suitable use on this property.  

The required side yard setback in the R-2 District is 10 feet.  With a 50 foot wide lot, the 

maximum width of the home can be 30 feet.   

The applicant will build a one story 1,350 square foot home, with three (3) bedrooms, and 

two (2) full baths.  The following specifications are also proposed by the applicant: 
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Case: Conditional Use Permit- 219 N. 15th Ave.  Page 5 

 

 

1. Brick foundation 

2. Vinyl siding 

3. Front porch 

4. Rear deck 

 

An inventory of thirteen (13) homes in the immediate vicinity of the lot in question is 

attached to this report.  It shows the average square footage of homes is approximately 

1,400 square feet.  Nine (9) of the thirteen (13) homes have basements.  Four (4) of the 

homes are two stories, and two (2) are 1 ½ stories; the remaining are 1 story.  Eleven of 

the thirteen homes were built prior to 1950.  The average number of bedrooms is three (3) 

and the average number of bathrooms is 1.  Twelve (12) of the thirteen homes have 

porches.  

 

On the eastern side of North 15th Avenue, the majority of the homes are bungalow style 

with Craftsman features, such as a broad porch, dormers, 1 story, or bedrooms set in the 

roof, and tapered columns.  The majority of homes on the western side of North 15th 

Avenue are two story.  Most are Foursquare with pyramidal hip roofs. The front porches 

span the full width of the house, with two, three or four simple columns supporting the 

porch roof.  

 

VII. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Staff recommends approval of the request submitted by Barber Construction for a 

Conditional Use Permit to build a single family detached home at 219 North 15th Avenue.  

The requests meets the criteria outlined in Article XXI, Amendments, Section D.   

Staff recommends the following conditions be placed on the application: 

1. The home shall be no smaller than 1,350 square feet; 

2. The home shall have 3-4 bedrooms and at least 2 full bathrooms; 

3. The home architecture style of the home shall be Craftsman Bungalow; 

4. The exterior material of the proposed single-family dwelling shall be vinyl with 

textured accents such as shake; 

5. The proposed single-family dwelling shall have a brick foundation on all four (4) 

sides. A brick foundation consists of foundation block from the block work to the 

first floor elevation with brick veneer;  

6. Consistent with the majority of homes on 15th Avenue from West Broadway to 

City Point, the home shall have a front porch.  The porch shall have tapered 

columns; 

7. The single-family dwelling shall be one or 1 ½ story’s; and 

8. Home shall have windows on both sides of front door.  
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Staff has met with the applicant and he has agreed to all conditions.  The Building 

Official is working with the applicant to ensure architectural details of Craftsman 

Bungalow are understood and followed. Three different houses are attached to this report.  

The applicant will build one of the three houses with varying details.  

 

VIII. PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLTION: 

In accordance with Article XXI, Amendments, of the Hopewell Zoning Ordinance, at 

their May 2, 2019 meeting, the Hopewell Planning Commission voted 3-0 to approve, 

with conditions, the request submitted by Barber Construction Company, Inc. for a 

Conditional Use Permit to build a single family detached home at 219 North 15th Avenue, 

also identified as Lot 20 -11, Block 20, Day Subdivision.  The Planning Commission 

imposed conditions 1-8 listed above in Section VII.  

 

Attachment(s): 

1. Application for Conditional Use Permit 

2. Location Map (Arc Explorer Map) 
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Aerial Map: 219 North 15th Avenue
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Homes along 15th Avenue
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Craftsman Bungalow Example #1
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Craftsman Bungalow #2
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Craftsman Bungalow #3
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 26, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 A meeting of the Hopewell City Council was held Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 

   PRESENT: Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 (arrived at 5:35 p.m.) 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice B. Denton, Councilor, Ward 5 

     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 

      

     John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 

     Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager 

     Stefan M. Calos of Sands Anderson PC, City Attorney 

     Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

     Michelle Hicks, Interim Assistant City Clerk 

ROLL CALL 

 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 

    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent (arrived at 5:35 p.m.) 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING – FEBRUARY 26, 2019 

 

Having not come out of closed session at the February 26, 2019 meeting, Council responded to 

the question pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3712 (D): were only public business matters (I) lawfully 

exempted from open-meeting requirements and (II) identified in the closed-meeting motion discussed 

in closed meeting? Upon the roll call, the responses resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING – MARCH 5, 2019 

 

Having not come out of closed session at the March 5, 2019 meeting, Council responded to the 

question pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3712 (D): were only public business matters (I) lawfully 
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exempted from open-meeting requirements and (II) identified in the closed-meeting motion discussed 

in closed meeting? Upon the roll call, the responses resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

CLOSED MEETING 

 

 At 5:39 p.m., Councilor Pelham moved to go into closed meeting for (1) discussion and 

consideration of specific appointees of city council (boards, commissions, authorities); (2) discussion 

of specific appointees or employees of city council (city manager, city clerk, city attorney); (3) 

discussion concerning a prospective business or industry where no previous announcement has been 

made of the business’s interest in locating its facilities in the community (Project Bamboo); (4) 

consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual 

litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating 

or litigating posture of the public body (Green Plains, registrar, cemetery); and (5) consultation with 

legal counsel employed or retained by city council related thereto and regarding specific legal matters 

(National Park), requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel in accordance with Virginia 

Code § 2.2-3711 (A) (1) [two items],), (5), (7), and (8), respectively.  Councilor Partin seconded the 

motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted*: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

*Councilor Partin disclosed a conflict of interest and stated that he would not participate in any 

discussion for Project Bamboo because of a potential personal interest. 
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RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

Council returned to the dais at 6:33 p.m. and announced that they would not be coming out of 

closed meeting.  Mayor Gore requested a roll call, as follows: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - present 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 

 

 

AMEND/ADOPT AGENDA 

 

 Councilor Pelham moved to amend the agenda to move item IR-1 so that it comes after the 

proclamations, resolutions and presentations, and to approve the agenda after that amendment. Her 

motion was seconded by Mayor Gore. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

 

WORK SESSION – TAX ASSESSMENT 

 

  Patrizia Waggoner introduced a representative from Wampler Eames, the company that 

handled the 2019 residential assessment for the City of Hopewell.  The representative discussed the 

process of how the assessments were made, explained why some properties increased this year, and 

confirmed that citizens would be able to address any concerns, either at the local appeals (with 

assessor’s office), or by appealing to the Board of Equalization. Ms. Waggoner verified this 

information and advised that the application to appeal to the BOE would be online for a limited time. 

She also advised that the application could be printed and filled out, or filled out online. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF   

AMERICA 

  

At 7:31 p.m., Mayor Gore called the meeting to order, and thanked all for attending. The prayer 

was led by Rev. Tamara Blow of the John Randolph Pastoral Care, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, led by Vice Mayor Bennett. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine by Council and will be approved 

or received by one motion in the form listed. Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for 

discussion under the regular agenda at the request of any Councilor. 

 

C-1 Minutes:  February 12 and February 26, 2019 

C-2 Pending List:  

C-3 Routine Approval of Work Sessions: Joint Work Session with School Board – 4-10-19 

C-4 Personnel Change Report & Financial Report:  Finance Report attached 

C-5 Ordinances on Second & Final Reading:   

C-6 Routine Grant Approval:  

C-7 Public Hearing Announcement: Tax Rate Public Hearing – 4-9-19 

C-8 Information for Council Review: Minutes: Hopewell Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority 1-14-19; Keep Hopewell Beautiful – 12-12-18 and 1-9-19 

C-9 Resolutions/Proclamations/Presentations:  Women Veterans’ Week proclamation; 

Women’s History  Month proclamation;  

C-10 Additional Announcements: Status of Council Office Renovation;   Riverwalk Grand 

Opening    4-6-19 

 

 Mayor Gore read the items that were on the Consent Agenda.  She asked Mr. Altman, the City 

Manager, for an update on the City’s CAFRs.  Mr. Altman said that the auditors were in the field and 

that he hoped to have a completed 2017 audit in two weeks. He further stated that he hoped to have the 

2018 audit completed by May. Mr. Altman said the objective for 2019 is to submit it in October, prior 

to the November deadline.   

 

 During the reading of the Women Veterans’ Week proclamation, Mayor Gore asked all of the 

women veterans present (who had been invited) to stand. The women were pinned by Beverly 

VanTull, Virginia Women Veterans Program, Program Manager of the Virginia Department of 

Veterans Services of Richmond, Virginia. Each gave remarks.  For Women’s History Month, during 

the reading of the Proclamation, the Mayor bestowed a rose upon all of the women leaders in Hopewell 

(whom she had invited to the meeting) in a vase. 

 

 Mayor Gore then called forward the Hopewell High School Girls Basketball Team. She and Dr. 

Melody Hackney, School Board Superintendent, provided the team stats for the year. Mayor Gore then 

asked Council to place medals around each team member’s neck.  
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 Mayor Gore announced that the council, clerk, assistant clerk, reception area renovations were 

complete. She detailed some of the work done, and said the total spent was $4,856.85.  She also 

provided a breakdown of those costs, which she asked be included with the minutes (see attached). 

 

 Mayor Gore requested an update on the new Police Department building. Mr. Altman 

announced that it should be done by mid-April. 

 

 Aaron Reidmiller announced the grand opening of the Riverwalk. 

   

IR-1 – Upon vote of Council, this item was moved up.  Mayor Gore introduced the item. There was a 

presentation from Polco via livestream outlining their services and how it could be used in Hopewell as 

in other municipalities. Councilor Pelham moved to participate in bringing Hopewell into the 21
st
 

century and to try Polco for a year for the $3,000 base price, but if Hopewell were awarded the grant 

from VML providing the service free, that would be even better. Mayor Gore seconded the motion.  

 

Upon additional discussion, Vice Mayor Bennett made a substitute motion to purchase Polco for the 

year at the $3,000 base price, and to include individual councilors for the year along with the base, for 

a total cost not to exceed $7,200. Mayor Gore seconded her motion.  Upon additional discussion, 

Mayor Gore offered a friendly amendment to Vice Mayor Bennett’s motion, to add that the base will 

be administered by IT, and each councilor will manager their own.  Vice Mayor Bennett accepted the 

amendment.  There was additional discussion.  Vice Mayor Bennett called for the vote. Upon the roll 

call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - no 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - no 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - no 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion failed: 4-3 (this vote called for 2/3 majority, which would have been 5-2) 

 

IR-1 (cont.) – Upon further discussion, Councilor Pelham moved to try Polco for a year, at the base 

price of $3,000, and to include individual councilors for a total cost not to exceed $7,200, and that the 

base would be administered by IT, with each councilor managing their own individual access, and that 

this purchase would be contingent upon a cyber-security review by IT and the City Attorney. Mayor 

Gore seconded the motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - no 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - no 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - no 
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    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 4-3 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

PH-1 Conditional Use Permit – Barber Construction Company – March Altman introduced 

Tevya Griffin, Director of Development. Ms. Griffin provided background information on this item. 

She then introduced Mr. Barber, who spoke briefly to Council regarding this request. Councilor 

Pelham requested, and Mayor Gore approved, that Councilor Pelham’s remarks be included in the 

minutes: 

I appreciate your efforts in trying to make Hopewell a better place. I have come to 

appreciate your building in our area especially. I would also like to say though 

unfortunately, I won’t be able to support this one because of the safety issues, for me. It 

just doesn’t seem feasible. I think about children, even if it’s fenced in or whatever, just a 

kid getting outside of that home, and having to navigate that area seems a little difficult to 

me. But, I really appreciate the opportunity you tried to afford the owner of the land. So, 

not at this time. 

Mayor Gore then opened the public hearing at 9:02 p.m. No one came forward to speak. She closed the 

public hearing at 9:06 p.m. Councilor Pelham moved to recommend denial of the conditional use 

permit based on the recommendation of the Planning Commission related to the adherence to—does 

not meet criteria 2 and 3 found in the Article XXI of the Zoning Ordinance. Councilor Randolph 

seconded the motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

PH-2 Amendment of Article XVII, Section F of the Hopewell Zoning Ordinance – Tevya Griffin 

came forward to discuss why this article of the Zoning Ordinance required amendment. Mayor Gore 

opened the public hearing at 9:11 p.m.  No one came forward and the person signing the sheets had 

signed up to be heard on another item. Mayor Gore closed the public hearing at 9:11 p.m. Upon 

discussion, Councilor Partin moved to approve the proposed amendment of Article XVII, Section F of 

the Hopewell Zoning Ordinance, to require a conditional use permit for non-conforming lots of record 

in all zoning districts. Councilor Pelham seconded the motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 
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    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

 Councilor Pelham moved to amend the agenda to move item R-3, Virginia First Cities Legislative 

Update, to directly after the Communications from Citizens and before item R-1. Councilor Partin 

seconded her motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

 

Fred Quinter signed up, but left the building prior to being called forward. 

 

Russell Tatum of Ward 3 came forward to request information on the discontinued use of the sauna at 

the Community Center. 

 

Chase Rigsby, owner of Subhut came forward requesting financial assistance to fund Subhut’s 

appearance on American Roadtrip, a show that airs on Netflix. He explained that Netflix reached out to 

them due to reviews on Yelp. He requested $1,000 to help get the Netflix producers here in Hopewell. 

Mayor Gore asked council if this was something they wished to use their Ward Improved Funds on 

and if so to get with the Clerk later and so advise. 

 

Shamika Lewis of Ward 7 came forward and requested that Council serve the citizens with dignity and 

respect.  

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

Reports of City Manager: 

 

R-3 Virginia First Cities Legislative Update – (moved by vote of Council) – Herbert Bragg 

introduced Kelly Harris-Braxton, Executive Director, Laura Bateman, Legislative Lobbyist, 

and Jim Reggibald, Budget Analyst. He then turned the presentation over to Ms. Harris-

Braxton, who presented the legislative update to Council. 
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R-1 Project Bamboo – Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager came forward to present.  Prior to 

his presentation, Councilor Partin announced that he would be recusing himself and asked if the City 

Attorney needed to read any language concerning his recusal. Mr. Calos responded that recusal was 

fitting if Councilor Partin had a personal interest in the transaction, or if he was the agent for a firm or 

company that was the subject of the action. Mr. Calos stated that Mr. Partin had advised that the latter 

was the case. The Mayor stated that she had already excused Mr. Partin from voting on this item and 

agreed that he could leave the room, as he stated he wanted to do. After Mr. Dane’s presentation, he 

provided Council with a suggested motion, which Councilor Denton used. She moved to resolve to 

approve a machinery and tools tax rebate up to 25% for a period of 12 years to be appropriated to and 

refunded by the Hopewell Economic Development Authority to the Project Bamboo taxpayer after 

timely payment of all taxes due, and upon execution of a performance agreement between the parties 

to be approved by City Council. Vice Mayor Bennett seconded the motion. Upon the roll call, the vote 

resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - --- (abstain) 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 6-0 

 

Councilors Partin and Denton submitted Transactional Disclosure Statements for this item. 

R-2 Workforce Development – Mr. Dane presented information to Council regarding this request 

to pursue grants to work with school system regarding CTE programs. Dr. Melody Hackney, 

Superintendent of Schools, also spoke regarding this request. Mr. Dane noted that at the two Town 

Hall meetings recently held, the citizens overwhelmingly requested more workforce development. 

Upon discussion, Councilor Partin moved that City Council allow city administration and the school 

system  and the Cities of Opportunities grant team to work together to apply for federal, state and 

community grants in order to finance these workforce development initiatives, to include summer 

programs, technical center, and evening education for adults. Mayor Gore seconded the motion. Upon 

the roll call, the vote resulted: 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 
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    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

Councilor Pelham moved to extend the meeting past 10:30 p.m., no longer than 11:00 p.m. Councilor 

Partin seconded the meeting. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - --- (not on dais) 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0 (per Council rules) 

 

 Council then adjourned into closed session.  Council returned to the dais.  Councilor Pelham 

moved to extend the meeting. Mayor Gore seconded her motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - no 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - no 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - no 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 4-3 

 

Council returned to closed session.  Councilor Denton left the meeting at 11:00 p.m.  Councilor 

Randolph followed at 11:04 p.m.   

Council came out of closed session at 11:27 p.m. 

Council responded to the question pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3712 (D): were only public 

business matters (I) lawfully exempted from open-meeting requirements and (II) identified in the 

closed-meeting motion discussed in closed meeting? Upon the roll call, the responses resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - --- (absent) 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - --- (absent) 
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    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

 Councilor Partin moved to direct City staff and the HR Department to contact the applicants for 

city attorney to schedule interviews for April 2 at 5:30, and April 3 at 5:30, and April 9 at 5:30, and for 

Council to interview the applicants in the order as provided by HR. Councilor Pelham seconded the 

motion.  Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - --- (absent) 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - --- (absent) 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 Councilor Pelham moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Partin seconded the motion. All 

councilors present responded “aye” to the question, and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

      

      /s/ Jasmine E. Gore    

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington  

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 23, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 A meeting of the Hopewell City Council was held Tuesday, April 23, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the City 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 

   PRESENT: Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice B. Denton, Councilor, Ward 5  

     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 (arrived at 5:33 p.m.) 

      

     John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 

     Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager 

     Stefan M. Calos of Sands Anderson PC, City Attorney 

     Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

     Michelle Hicks, Interim Assistant City Clerk 

 

 ROLL CALL 

 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 5:31 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 

    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - present 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - absent (arrived at 5:33 p.m.) 

 

CLOSED MEETING 

 

 At 5:31 p.m., Councilor Partin moved to go into closed meeting (1) discussion and consideration of 

specific appointees of city council (boards, commissions, authorities); (2) discussion, consideration and 

interviews of specific appointees or employees of city council (city manager, city clerk, city attorney); (3) 

consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual litigation, 

where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture 

of city council (registrar); and (4) consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by city council related 

thereto and regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel,  in 

accordance with Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A) (1) [two items], (7), and (8), respectively. Councilor Denton 

seconded the motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - ---- (arrived at 5:33 p.m.) 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

 

 

Motion passed 6-0 
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RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

At 7:33 p.m. Council returned to the dais and responded to the question pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-

3712 (D): were only public business matters (I) lawfully exempted from open-meeting requirements and (II) 

identified in the closed-meeting motion discussed in closed meeting? Upon the roll call, the responses resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

 

AMEND/ADOPT AGENDA 

 

 Councilor Pelham moved to adopt the agenda.  Her motion was seconded by Councilor Pelham. Upon 

the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

Mayor Gore requested a roll call, which resulted as follows: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF   

AMERICA 

  

Mayor Gore called the meeting to order, and thanked all for attending. The prayer was led by Herbert 

Bragg, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 

States of America, led by Councilor Holloway. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine by Council and will be approved or 

received by one motion in the form listed. Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion under 

the regular agenda at the request of any Councilor. 

 

C-1 Minutes:  March 5, March 19, March 21, and March 28, 2019 

C-2 Pending List:  

C-3 Routine Approval of Work Sessions: April 30, 2019 (budget work session); May 14, 2019 (two 

conditional use permits); May 28, 2019 (spot blight, amendment of Enterprise Zone ordinance) 

C-4 Personnel Change Report & Financial Report:   

C-5 Ordinances on Second & Final Reading:   

C-6 Routine Grant Approval:  

C-7 Public Hearing Announcement: April 30, 2019 (Project Laguna); May 7, 2019 (FY2020 tax rate, 

FY2020 school division budget, FY2020 city budget); May 14, 2019 (school board candidates) 

C-8 Information for Council Review: CPMT minutes – March 26, 2019; BZA August 1, 2018; 

DDRC minutes February 6, 2019 and March 6, 2019) 

C-9 Resolutions/Proclamations/Presentations:  Sexual Assault Awareness proclamation; Alcohol 

Awareness proclamation; ClearGov and Open Finance software presentations; NLC-Congressional 

Cities presentation 

C-10 Additional Announcements:  

 

 Mayor Gore elected to table the NLC Presentation until the next meeting.  

 

 The Sexual Assault awareness proclamation was not read at this meeting due to the scheduling of a 

proclamation signing for April 30, 2019 on the Municipal Building steps. 

 

 Mayor Gore announced that Hopewell had been chosen to receive the free year of Polco, with the City 

only having to pay for the individual Councilor platforms, and those platforms also being offered at a discount. 

The Mayor announced that the City would only have to pay $3,000 for the Polco service en toto. 

 

 Councilor Pelham moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Her motion was seconded by Councilor 

Partin. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

 Mayor Gore then announced that the youth who had participated in Youth in Government day were 

present in the Council Chambers, and she asked those youth to come forward and join Council on the dais.  She 

allowed a recess from 8:35 p.m. to 8:55 p.m. to allow the youth to come forward and get settled. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

PH-1 Amendment of FY19 Hopewell Public Schools Budget – John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager, reminded 

Council that the Hopewell Schools budget had not been fully approved because we were waiting on state and 

federal allocations. Mr. Altman explained that these allocations had now been received, and he provided Council 

information regarding increases and decreases. Mayor Gore opened the public hearing at 9:00 a.m. There being 

no one signed up to speak, and no one coming forward to speak at the meeting, Mayor Gore closed the public 

hearing at 9:01 p.mn.  Councilor Partin moved to resolve to approve the amended FY 18-19 Hopewell School 

budget as amended and presented. His motion was seconded by Councilor Denton. Upon the roll call, the vote 

resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - --- (abstain) 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

Motion passed 6-1  

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

 

Annette Bennett of Ward 2 thanked the police department for their arrest of a drug user and dealer in her 

neighborhood. 

 

Mary Epperson said she had just moved to Hopewell and she loved it. She said that she lives in Butterworth 

Lofts and thinks it is beautiful. She asked if it would be possible to erect a small dog park in the area of 

Appomattox and Hopewell streets.  

 

Iris Walker of Ward 4 spoke regarding her request to install the Curtis Harris monument in Ashford Civic Plaza. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

Reports of City Manager: 

 

R-1 The Local Choice (TLC) Annual Insurance Renewal – March Altman presented information to 

Council regarding this item. Councilor Partin moved to the 2019-2020 The Local Choice health care rates as 

proposed by One Digital, the City’s benefit consultant. Vice Mayor Bennett seconded the motion. Upon the roll 

call, the vote resulted: 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 
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R-2 Downtown Refuse Collection – Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager presented information to 

Council regarding a proposed change in refuse collection in Downtown Hopewell. He said they were 

considering replacing the current toters with dumpsters. He said they had already spoken with several 

Downtown businesses and were aware that not all businesses would like it, but said that some agreed with the 

proposal. No action of Council was required for this item. 

Report of City Attorney – Council Rules 

 

 Stefan Calos of Sands Anderson PC, City Attorney, presented his revisions to Council Rule 203, as 

requested by Mayor Gore. There was discussion. Councilor Pelham moved to approve the third option of Rule 

203 provided by Mr. Calos. Her motion was seconded by Mayor Gore. Mayor Gore then offered a substitute 

motion to have Rule 203 prohibit questions until the conclusion of the presentation, and then allow discussion or 

debate upon a motion, then limit the debate to three turns up to a t0-minute limit, including questions, excluding 

for public hearings and work session.  Councilor Pelham seconded the substitute motion. Upon additional 

discussion, Councilor Denton made the substitute motion to give Rule 203 back to the City Attorney for 

modification based on Council discussion and have him come back with a motion for Council. Upon the roll 

call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 

 

Ashford Civic Plaza Committee 

 

 Mayor Gore explained that the Ashford Civic Plaza Committee still lacked sufficient members to make 

a decision regarding the request to add Rev. Harris to the Plaza. She asked Council if they would be willing to 

act as the Committee for the sole purpose of making that decision. Councilor Partin moved that Council be the 

Ashford Civic Plaza Committee temporarily to work with the group currently requesting installation of Rev. 

Harris’ bust in Ashford Plaza and then to return to appointing a regular Committee.  Councilor Randolph 

seconded the motion.  Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

Motion passed 7-0 
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Item No. Councilor Item Description 

IR-1 Partin Semi-Annual/Quarterly "Employee Day to Serve" - Prince George County 

does an Annual "Employee Day to Serve", where a group of county employees 

go out into different areas of the county to pick up trash in order to tackle the 

litter problem they are facing.  For years, Hopewell has talked about this multi-

decade long problem.  This initiative will continue to show that the City of 

Hopewell is very serious about cleaning up the community.  I am requesting that 

council allow the City Manager to look into having Semi-Annual or Quarterly 

Employee Days to Serve in order to further tackle the growing litter problem 

that our city faces 

Allow the City Manager and Staff to research idea of Employee Day to Serve, 

and to report back to Council in 30 days. 

 

IR-2 Gore Access to Munis/Budget Reporting – Request for Staff to implement 

Council’s access to Munis. Last year signed the documents needed to have 

access to Munis through the shared drive. We need to continue next steps 

and have our accounts set up so that we can view the budget and other 

financial documents in real time. Request Finance Committee be set up 

immediately during this budget cycle.  CM advised this item had already been 

completed, but that Council needed to be trained. Mr. Altman said he would 

check on training for Council and get back to them regarding same. 

 

IR-3 Gore Rule 203 options – Stefan Calos to provide options regarding request to limit 

discussion to ensure that the Council meetings are more efficient.  This item 

addressed during City Attorney – Rules section of agenda. 

 

IR-4 Gore 30-day Report Out – ClearGov – Move this item for to next agenda. 

 

IR-5 Gore Hopewell B-Corp creation - In 2018, I started the “Pillars” initiative in 

response to the Cities of Opportunity Grant award. Pillars calls on all “pillars of 

the community” to share what they provide as free or low cost resources to the 

City and its residents. The goal is to create a local database of services and 

resources to begin to fill in the gaps within the community. Request City 

Council to approve using a $10,000 budget decrease from City Council’s budget 

to create a community incentive for business to become a “local” variation of B-

Corps and to demonstrate that they are “Pillars of the Community”. Money to be 

provided in the form of a grant to any local organization that provides free 

services, supports community events, provides goods, manpower, leave for 

employees to support community initiatives/Big Brother’s Big Sisters, etc. 

Request that Mayor work with City Manager to develop a policy and guidelines 

for submission in anticipation of the FY20 budget adoption. I will be investing a 

portion of the Ward 4 Improvement to create “Pillar” decals to provide to 

businesses that are members. The goal is honor and display the “Pillars in the 

Community” during the “I ♥ Hopewell” festival by conducting a Community 

Awards program. Invite City Council participation to join efforts to co-host 

Community Call to Action and Awards Program.  Move this item for to next 

agenda. 
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IR-6 Gore Beacon Theater Sunday use - Last year, City Council supported adding an 

additional $100,000 to the Beacon Theaters budget for community programs. 

Requesting Beacon Theater finical report to show expenditures from that 

amount and current plans for remaining community funding. Request City 

Council to approve FREE access to theater on Sundays after the Beacon Church 

service for community events. Request City Council develop an Ad-Hoc 

Committee to review submissions and recommended approval of programs to be 

offered at theater for the public. Request that the City Manager serve as the 

Chair of the Ad-Hoc since his role serves as the Chair of the Beacon Theater 

LLC.  Move this item for to next agenda. 

 

IR-7 Gore Pending List - Request City Manager and City Clerk meet to create list for the 

re-established pending list. City Council approved including the list in the City 

Council Agenda Packet. Since Feb, City Council has requested several Work 

Sessions and IR items. We need a list to visualize order of requests, action 

deadline and next steps. Request City Council approve list to be included in the 

next City Council Agenda Packet for initial approval and then to be updated by 

the City manager’s Office and submitted to Clerk per agenda rules for inclusion 

in City Council’s Agenda Packet.   Move this item for to next agenda. 

 

 

Councilor Pelham spoke about the Bike Run and advised the citizens to bring their children out to the 

event. 

 

Assistant City Manager Charles Dane advised that the Beerfest attendance was double that of last year. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 Councilor Denton moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Partin seconded the motion. All councilors 

present responded “aye” to the question, and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

      

      /s/ Jasmine E. Gore    

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington  

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 
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Special Meeting 

Joint Meeting with the Hopewell School Board 

April 10, 2019 

 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL  

JOINT MEETING WITH THE HOPEWELL SCHOOL BOARD HELD APRIL 10, 2019 
 

A Special Meeting of Hopewell City Council, was held Wednesday, April 10, 2019, at 6:30 

p.m. at Carter G. Woodson Middle School in the Multipurpose Room, at 1000 Winston Churchill 

Drive, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 

City Council 
  PRESENT:  Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice Denton, Councilor, Ward 5 
     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 

      

     Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

 

  ABSENT:  Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 

 

 

School Board 

  PRESENT:  Christopher Reber, Ward 3, Chairman 

     Linda E. Hyslop, Ward 5, Vice Chairman 

     Nelson G. Cuffey, Ward 4 

     Shirl Jefferson, Ward 6 

     Wesley Joyner, Ward 3 

 

     Dr. Melody Hackney, Superintendent 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 6:41 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 
    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - absent (arrived at 7:00 p.m.) 

    Councilor Denton  - absent (arrived at 7:14 p.m.) 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 

Mayor Gore then allowed additional time for all to complete the meal prepared and served by the 

students. 
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April 10, 2019 

 

 

 

JOINT MEETING WITH HOPEWELL SCHOOL BOARD 
 
PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 

 

 Mayor Gore called the meeting to order, and thanked all for attending.  The prayer was led by 

Chairman Reber of the School Board, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 

States of America.  

  

 Chairman Reber introduced Dr. Melody Hackney, Superintendent of Hopewell Public 

Schools.  Dr. Hackney introduced the agenda and started the presentation in the form of a slideshow. 

She fielded questions as she was presenting. 

 

 Councilor Pelham asked about the 3% proposed increase for staff. Dr. Hackney explained 

that the increase was for all facilities and employees across the board. 

 

 Mayor Gore asked if the Schools had ever considered combining their insurance with the 

City’s to get a lower rate. Dr. Hackney said that they had looked into that and it was actually not 

helpful to the School, and was harmful to the City’s rates in that it would cause an increase due to the 

pregnancies. 

 

 Dr. Hackney explained the staffing requests in full, as well as the instructional requests.  Dr. 

Hackney also reminded Mr. Altman and Council that they are still waiting for the return of their 

funds regarding the Building Bus Replacement Fund Agreement, but that they understood this would 

have to wait until the completion of the CAFRs. 

 

ADJOURN 
 

 At 8:17 p.m., Councilor Partin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. All councilors 

responded “aye” to the question.  Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Councilor Pelham submitted a Transactional Disclosure Statement stating that she was an employee 

of the Hopewell Public Schools system. 

 

       /s/ Jasmine E. Gore    

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington   

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk  
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MINUTES OF THE April 16, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 A meeting of the Hopewell City Council was held Tuesday, April 16, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 

   PRESENT: Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice B. Denton, Councilor, Ward 5 

     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6    

  

     John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 

     Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager 

     Stefan M. Calos of Sands Anderson PC, City Attorney 

     Michelle Hicks, Interim Assistant City Clerk 

 

   ABSENT: Ronnieye Arrington, City Clerk 

      

OPEN MEETING 

 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 

    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - present 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - absent (arrived 5:55) 

 

MOTION: To amend or adopt agenda 
 

 Motion was made by Councilor Partin, and seconded by Councilor Denton, to adopt the 

agenda. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 
   Councilor Holloway  - yes 

   Councilor Partin  - yes 

   Mayor Gore   - yes 

   Councilor Denton  - yes 

   Councilor Pelham  - absent (arrived 5:55) 

   Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

   Councilor Randolph  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0 per Council Rules 

 

  

70



 

WORK SESSION 

 

 The City Manager presented the proposed FY20 Operating and Capital Budget beginning at 5:35. 

Mr. Altman gave an overview of the proposed FY2020 budget. He stated that it addresses the operational 

and capital needs of 31 funds required for the operation of City services in the amount of $164,762,399. 

He continued to go through the manual that he provided to Council. After his presentation, there was 

discussion by Council. 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 At 6:18 p.m., Councilor Partin moved to adjourn the meeting Councilor Pelham seconded the 

motion. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted 

 

   Councilor Holloway  - yes 

   Councilor Partin  - yes 

   Mayor Gore   - yes 

   Councilor Denton  - yes 

   Councilor Pelham  - yes 

   Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

   Councilor Randolph  - yes 

 

Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

                

Ronnieye Arrington, City Clerk    Jasmine Gore, Mayor 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL HELD APRIL 18, 2019 
 

A Special Meeting of Hopewell City Council was held Thursday, April 18, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. 

in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, and 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 
  PRESENT:  Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice Denton, Councilor, Ward 5 
     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 

      

     Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

      

  ABSENT:   

 

ROLL CALL 
 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 
    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent from dais 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Denton  - absent from dais 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 

 

APPROVE/AMEND AGENDA 

 

 Councilor Partin moved to approve the agenda, which motion was seconded by Councilor 

Pelham. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 

    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - absent from dais 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0 per Council Rules 

 

 

CLOSED MEETING 
 

 At 5:32 p.m., Councilor Partin moved to go into Closed Meeting for (1) discussion, 

consideration, and interviews of prospective candidates for employment (city attorney), in 
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accordance with Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A) (1). Councilor Pelham seconded the motion. Upon the 

roll call, the vote resulted: 

   
    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0  

 

Councilor Partin left the meeting at 7:00 p.m. for a National Guard conference call.  He returned at 

9:00 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

Council convened into Open Session at 9”46 p.m. and responded to the question pursuant to 

Virginia Code § 2.2-3712 (D): were only public business matters (I) lawfully exempted from open-

meeting requirements and (II) identified in the closed-meeting motion discussed in closed meeting? 

Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

 
    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - yes 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion passed 7-0  

 

ADJOURN 
 

 At 9:48 p.m., Councilor Partin moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Denton seconded 

the motion. All councilors responded “aye” to the question.  Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

       

       /s/ Jasmine E. Gore   

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington   

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk  
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL HELD APRIL 30, 2019 
 

A Special Meeting of Hopewell City Council was held Tuesday, April 30, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. 

in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, and 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 

 
  PRESENT:  Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward 4 

     Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward 7 (arrived 6:45 p.m.)* 

     Deborah Randolph, Councilor, Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward 3 

     Janice Denton, Councilor, Ward 5 
     Brenda Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 

      

     Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk 

     John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 

     Stefan Calos, Sands Anderson PC, City Attorney 

      

  ABSENT:    

 

*Vice Mayor Bennett did not actually take the dais until 7:45 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

 Mayor Gore opened the meeting at 6:36 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 
    Mayor Gore   - present 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent 

    Councilor Randolph  - present 

    Councilor Partin  - present 

    Councilor Holloway  - present 

    Councilor Denton  - present 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 

Mayor Gore asked Stefan Calos to advise how, at some point Council could revise the agenda to go into 

closed session to discuss City Attorney. He said he would do so.  Mayor Gore then turned the Work 

Session over to March Altman, City Manager. 

 

WORK SESSION 

Mr. Altman opened the meeting by requesting that Council open the large binders given to them 

previously. Mr. Altman also advised Council of a typo regarding the real estate bill, noting that it was due 

on the 15
th
, not the 5

th
. He also noted that the public hearing for the tax rate would be held May 7, 2019. 

He noted that Council had made a request of him regarding the Office on Youth budget, and said he had 

provided Council the requested information. Discussion ensued. There were several requests made of Mr. 

Altman during this meeting, including: 

 

Requestor Request 

Gore Requested meeting with Altman to discuss the errors in the OOY budget 

requests. 

Gore/Pelham Who input the budget information for the Office on Youth? 

Partin If we increase the Rainy Day fund by 1%, how much money would we 
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Requestor Request 

have to move into the Fund? 

Gore Last year a $1M stormwater fund was created. How much of the allocation 

will be used for neighborhood projects?  What percentage will be used for 

the community? 

Pelham If there is any increase in revenue from any plant expanding, can we do 

something for the neighborhood infrastructure? Will there be anything 

additional this year? She asked that any such additional funding be put in a 

separate account. 

Denton When the Treasurer issues her 30-day report to Council, please include the 

status of collection efforts. 

Gore Status of any items that had been unfrozen/released due to incomplete 

CAFR’s. Council had frozen certain items and positions until the CAFR’s 

were completed. Mr. Altman advised that he was moving forward and not 

looking at things that happened prior to his arrival. Gore requested a list of 

those items. 

Partin Can we look at paving and VDOT funds to see if there remains $500k, or 

how much remains for neighborhood road paving 

Gore Any revisions to the budget be provided to Council at the next work 

session. 

Partin If increased the stormwater fee by $1, how much money would that be. 

Could that be used to improve the neighborhood infrastructure? 

Gore Status of collections for wastewater, and information regarding how/if there 

is new collector and if so, how have collections improved; who is third-

party biller? 

Pelham To verify information on budget for schools, Altman to meet with schools 

and get their budget 

Pelham What company holds the contract for grass cutting for the Cemetery? 

Gore Financial report from Beacon, including breakdown of how $100k spent for 

community events 

Pelham Request for all monies paid for litigation, including to Sands Anderson. List 

all memberships. Request breakdown for non-departmental contingencies 

from litigation. 

Denton Request financials from June of last year to current for the Beacon, 

Hopewell Downtown Partnership and the Office on Youth. 

Bennett Immediately after November 30, 2019, request staff to report back to 

Council re the CAFR’s audit findings and actions to be taken re same 

Gore Request CPMT Chairman to come present to Council; request update on 

Karriem case; request information re CASA actions regarding update and 

review of their finances 

Pelham/Gore Request information from all requestors of City funds re what was done 

with the money previously given. 

Pelham/Gore Request internal audit after completion of CAFR’s 

Pelham Can donations to colleges be divided equally, regardless of requests? 

Pelham When does contract end with the Shelter? Mr. Dane said they would be 

coming to Council in May re same 

 

Gore asked about tax relief for the elderly, 65 or older. Commissioner of Revenue, Debbie Reason 

came forward and said that Hopewell already had this relief, and that it was set based on median 
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income. She said that she had based the tax relief on Code of Virginia § 58.1-30.210 and she believed 

she had already maxed out all of the relief to which we were entitled. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  

 Councilor Pelham moved to amend the agenda to go into Closed Session for discussion of 

appointee of City Council (City Attorney).  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Gore. Upon the roll 

call, the vote resulted: 

 
    Mayor Gore   - yes 

    Vice Mayor Bennett  - yes 

    Councilor Randolph  - yes 

    Councilor Partin  - yes 

    Councilor Holloway  - yes 

    Councilor Denton  - no 

    Councilor Pelham  - yes 

 

Motion failed 6-1 (this motion to amend the agenda at a Work Session required a unanimous vote) 

 

ADJOURN 
 

 At 9:31 p.m., Councilor Pelham moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Partin seconded 

the motion. All councilors responded “aye” to the question.  Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

*Councilor Partin submitted a Transactional Disclosure statement stating that because he is a 

member of several groups/organizations receiving funding through the draft budget (e.g., FOLAR, 

SCRCD Council, VSU, Historic Hopewell Foundation, and the Water Renewal Commission), he 

discussed but did not vote on any items regarding the budget. Councilor Partin further advised that 

should there have been a need to vote, he would have been able to do so fairly, objectively and in the 

public interest. 

 

       

       /s/ Jasmine E. Gore   

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington   

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk  
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May 21, 2019 - Budget Work Session

May 28, 2019 - Spot Blight and Amendment 
of Enterprise Zone Ordinance
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DATE:  May 2, 2019  

TO:  The Honorable City Council 

FROM:  Michelle Ingram, Human Resources Specialist  

SUBJECT: Personnel Change Report – April 2019 

 

ADDITIONS (Regular FT and PT positions only) 

NAME DEPARTMENT POSITION DATE 

BROWN, CAMISHA DEVELOPMENT ADMIN ASST 04/24/2019 

BUCCIARELLI, DEBRA SOCIAL SERVICES BEN PROG SPC I 04/10/2019 

COGLIO, EDWARD POLICE POLICE OFFICER 04/24/2019 

DICKERSON, PATRINA SOCIAL SERVICES BEN PROG SPC I 04/10/2019 

GLADNEY, JAMETRIS SOCIAL SERVICES BEN PROG SPC I 04/10/2019 

HYDE, AUBREY FIRE  ALS / FIREFIGHTER 04/10/2019 

LOWERY, BRIDGETTE RECREATION P/T CUST SERV AGNT 04/24/2019 

OLCOTT, BETH SOCIAL SERVICES BEN PROG SPC I 04/10/2019 

THOMPKINS, QUENTINA SOCIAL SERVICES BEN PROG SPC I 04/15/2019 
 

SEPARATIONS 

 
NAME 

DEPARTMENT POSITION DATE 

FELTON, LATONYA  TREASURER DEPUTY TREAS IV 04/15/2019 

HERRING-JONES, FELICIA SOCIAL SERVICES HUMAN SER AST III 04/26/2019 

MCCOMBER, JACLYN RECREATION P/T SPC EVNTS ASST 04/15/2019 

POTTS, ALLEANA  TREASURER DEPUTY TREAS II 04/19/2019 

SCARBROUGH, CAROL RECREATION CUST SERV REP 04/14/2019 

SUMMA, ASHLEY RECREATION P/T CUST SVC AGENT 04/30/2019 
 
 
 
March Altman, City Manager     Concetta Manker, IT Director 
Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager   Jay Rezin, IT 
Jennifer Sears, HR Director    Arlethia Dearing, Parks & Rec  
Dave Harless, Risk & Safety Coordinator  Kim Hunter, Payroll 
Debbie Pershing, Administrative Services Manager 
Michael Terry, Finance Director 
Dipo Muritala, Assistant Finance Director 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May 28, 2019 -  FY20 Budget
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April 30, 2019 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDING 

MEETING HELD APRIL 30, 2019 

 

A Special Meeting of Hopewell City Council, was held Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

in Council Chambers in the Council Conference Room, 300 North Main Street, Drive, Hopewell, 

Virginia. 

 

  PRESENT:  Deborah Randolph, Councilor Ward 1 

     Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward 2 

     Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor, Ward 6 

 

     Ronnieye Arrington, City Clerk 

 

  ABSENT:  Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor 

     Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor* 

     John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor* 

     Janice Denton, Councilor* 

 

* This was a Work Session with CDBG, which only impacts Wards 1, 2, 6 and 7.  

 No other councilors, nor the City Attorney or City Manager are required to attend. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

 Tevya Griffin, Director of Development opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m. Roll call was taken 

as follows: 

 

Mayor Gore   - absent 

Vice Mayor Bennett  - absent 

Councilor Randolph  - present 

Councilor Holloway  - present 

Councilor Partin  - absent 

Councilor Denton  - absent 

    Councilor Pelham  - present 

 
 

 Ms. Griffin discussed the proposed budget for the Community Block Development Grant 

funds. She provided Council with a copy of HUD’s Mission Statement, as well as Council’s Strategic 

Goals as pertains to CDBG funding.  Ms. Griffin discussed the amount of money to be disbursed. 

She said the HUD allocation for Hopewell had decreased this year, as it had been decreasing for 

several previous years, and would continue to decrease.  This year’s appropriation is $177,848, 

however there is a re-appropriation of $13,200 from past infrastructure projects and a re-

appropriation of $4,740.80 from Rebuilding Together Richmond, which increased the amount by 

$17,950.83, making the total appropriation for FY2018-2019, $195,798.83.  

 

 Ms. Griffin then briefly reviewed the CDBG Action Plan. Councilor Randolph asked if the 

Action Plan was ever in the newspaper. Ms. Griffin advised that the Action Plan had been put in the 
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newspaper at least twice, as well as being on the City website, and copies at the Library, HRHA, the 

Community Center and the Development Office. 

 

 Councilor Pelham asked if all of the churches could be notified. She requested that a letter be 

sent to the churches, and asked the Clerk to provide a list of church contact information for same, and 

to forward list to Ruth Johnson at OC3. 

 

 Ms. Griffith also stated that HUD monitors all of its grantees every four to five years. She 

said that HUD had monitored Hopewell in May of last year. The results of that monitoring were that 

Hopewell has used incorrect coding for funding Smart Beginnings and Reading is Fundamental. 

HUD requested that Hopewell repay $54,000. Ms. Griffin suggested that, since CDBG is 

administered by the Development Department, she would use a portion of her funds from another 

fund (demolition) to pay this. She also stated that, once paid, the funds would be returned to 

Hopewell’s CDBG line of credit.  The repayment date was June 30, 2019.  Ms. Griffin noted that the 

coding had been used for several years (RIF 2013-2018, and SB 2014-2018) without any type of 

issue from HUD. She also stated that she and Mr. Altman attempted to appeal with no success.  

Finally, she advised the Committee that, since HUD is only requesting repayment for 2016 and 2017, 

she asked HUD about the remaining years, but was told HUD was only currently interested in the 

years for which they requested reimbursement. 

 

 All present verbally agreed to Ms. Griffin’s suggestion regarding the means to repay the 

$54,000, and thanked her for the suggestion.  

 

ADJOURN 
 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

 

       /s/ Jasmine E. Gore    

       Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor 

 

 

/s/ Ronnieye L. Arrington   

Ronnieye L. Arrington, City Clerk  
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Proclamation 
O F F I C E  O F  M A Y O R  J A S M I N E  E .  G O R E  

City of Hopewell, Virginia 
 

Police Week and 
Peace Officers Memorial Day 

 
Whereas, the Congress and President of the United States have designated May 15 as 

Peace Officers Memorial Day, and the week in which it falls as Police Week; 
and 
 

Whereas, the members of the Hopewell Police Department and the Hopewell Sheriff’s 
Office, both have an essential role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of 
the City of Hopewell; and 
 

Whereas, it is important that all citizens know and understand the problems, duties and 
responsibilities of their law enforcement agencies, and that members of our 
law enforcement agencies recognize their duty to serve the people by 
safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence or disorder, 
and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak against 
oppression or intimidation; and 
 

Whereas, the men and women of the law enforcement agencies of  Hopewell unceasingly 
provide vital public services; 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Hopewell City Council declares May 

15, 2019, 
 

PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 
 
 In honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of 
duty, and let us recognize and pay respect to the survivors of our fallen heroes. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the week of May 13th through 
May 17th, 2019 shall be, 

 
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

 
And they call upon all citizens of the City of Hopewell to join in commemorating law enforcement 
officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have 
rendered a dedicated service to their communities, and in doing so, have established for themselves 
an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security of all citizens. 
 

 
N WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be 
affixed the Great Seal of the City of Hopewell in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia  this 14TH day of May, 2019. 

 
 
  

              
                          Jasmine E. Gore 

Mayor of the City of Hopewell 

I 
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PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 

In honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made 

the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of 

duty, and let us recognize and pay respect to the survivors of our fallen heroes. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the week of May 13
th

 through

May 17
th

, 2019 shall be,

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

And they call upon all citizens of the City of Hopewell to join in commemorating law enforcement 

officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have 

rendered a dedicated service to their communities, and in doing so, have established for themselves 

an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security of all citizens. 

N WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be 
affixed the Great Seal of the City of Hopewell in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia  this 14TH day of May, 2019. 

Jasmine E. Gore 

Mayor of the City of Hopewell 

I 
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SUMMARY: 

Y N       Y N  

□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1    □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2   □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3    □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 

□ □ Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward #4 
 

 

       

  

 

CITY OF HOPEWELL  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 

 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment  

None (Does not apply) 

 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing          

Presentation-Boards/Commissions  

Unfinished Business            

Citizen/Councilor Request      

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees  
 

 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing       

Approve on Emergency Measure  

 

COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:     

Woodlawn Park Grand Opening 

ISSUE:  The Woodlawn Park project has been completed and will be celebrated with a grand 

opening ceremony on Saturday, May 18, 2019.  The grand opening will coincide with the 

National Kids to Parks Day event being held at the park.  

RECOMMENDATION:   

TIMING: May 14, 2019 

 

BACKGROUND:  

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

 

STAFF:    

Aaron Reidmiller, Director of Recreation and Parks 
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SUMMARY: 
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□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1    □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2   □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3    □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 

□ □ Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward #4 
 

 

       

  

 

CITY OF HOPEWELL  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 

 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment  

None (Does not apply) 

 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing          

Presentation-Boards/Commissions  

Unfinished Business            

Citizen/Councilor Request      

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees  
 

 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing       

Approve on Emergency Measure  

 

COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:     

FY 2019-2020 City Operating Budget 

ISSUE:  Public hearing to receive citizen input on the proposed FY2019-2020 City Operating 

Budget 

RECOMMENDATION:  Conduct the public hearing, approve budget on 1
st
 reading 

TIMING: Public Hearing schedule for May 7, 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: The Proposed FY 19 Operating Budget appropriates a total of approximately 

$164,643,811 across 30 funds.  The Proposed General Operating Fund is approximately 

$52,303,029, which is a decrease of $615,043. 

 

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

City Manager’s Budget Letter; Budget Advertisement; Proposed FY 20 Operating Budget 

Presentation 

 

STAFF:    

John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 

Michael Terry, Director of Finance 
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CITY OF HOPEWELL 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The City Council of the City of Hopewell will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 

May 14, 2019, at 7:30PM in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 

North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia to receive public comments regarding the 

proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-2020 City Budget. A brief synopsis of the proposed 

budget follows: 

 

FY 2018-19 FY 2019-20

Adopted Proposed Increase Percent

Fund Budget Budget (Decrease) Change
General Fund 52,918,072$    52,303,029$   (615,043)$          -1.16%

Recreation Fund 1,782,244         1,888,610        106,366              5.97%

Social Services Fund 5,645,139         6,325,293        680,154              12.05%

CSA Fund 3,109,140         3,109,140        -                           0.00%

Self-Insurance Fund 500,000             500,000           -                           0.00%

Cemetery Fund 45,000               47,000              2,000                  4.44%

Anti-litter Fund 6,063                 6,063                -                           0.00%

Marina/Harbor Fund 20,000               25,000              5,000                  25.00%

School Operating Fund 48,119,129       46,097,371     (2,021,758)        -4.20%

School Textbook Fund 650,000             650,000           -                           0.00%

School Cafeteria Fund 3,142,912         3,142,912        -                           0.00%

Building & Bus Fund 1,354,679         -                         (1,354,679)        -100.00%

Solid Waste Fund 2,159,838         2,593,598        433,760              20.08%

Sewer Operations Fund 8,479,425         9,828,340        1,348,915          15.91%

Sewer Maintenance Fund 6,988,475         8,416,969        1,428,494          20.44%

Sewer Bond Fund 1,629,459         1,636,371        6,912                  0.42%

Water Renewal Fund 17,658,365       19,868,767     2,210,402          12.52%

Stormwater Fund 1 867,000             1,311,900        444,900              51.31%

Stormwater Fund 2 250,000             10,000              (240,000)            -96.00%

Capital Projects Fund 6,243,293         1,345,000        (4,898,293)        -78.46%

Debt Service Fund -                          5,235,564        5,235,564          0.00%

Econ Development Fund 38,440               38,440              -                           0.00%

Healthy Families Fund 229,425             264,444           35,019                15.26%

Total 161,836,098$  164,643,811$ 2,807,712$        1.73%

SUMMARY OF FUNDS BUDGETS
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All interested persons may appear and present their views at the above time and 
place. A complete copy of the proposed budget may be viewed in the City 
Manager’s Office at 300 N. Main Street, Suite 216, Hopewell, VA 23860, during 
regular business hours or at www.hopewellva.gov. Anyone needing assistance or 
accommodations under the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
should contact the City Clerk at (804) 541-2249. 
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  Overview and Highlights  
   
H o p e w e l l ,  VA  

C i t y  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  

M a y  1 4 ,  2 0 1 9  

 

 

Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 
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Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

The framework of the proposed FY 20 Operating  & Capital 
Budget is: 
 

 Neither aggressive – tax rate increase driven 

 

 Nor passive – saying yes to budgetary inclusion that exceeds FY 19 levels (i.e. 42 new position 
requests that total approximately $2.2M and capital requests of approximately $18.3M ) 

 

 Fiscally responsible – providing adequate funding that will enable City Departments to fulfill 
their mission in rendering of service to the citizens of Hopewell, VA 
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Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

The development of the proposed FY 20 Operating  & Capital 
Budget deployed the four (4) pillar approach: 
 

1. Assessment – Are we budget sound? 

2. Analysis – Reviewed prior budget practices & trends. 

3. Preservation – Will proposed revenues meet costs? 

4. Status – Are we able to handle matters that may arise during FY 20 that are 
not budgeted for? 
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Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

The outcome of deploying this fiscal stewardship approach resulted in 
a proposed FY 20 budget that: 

1. Proposed Operational & Capital Budget– $164,643,811  

 Total of 31 funds required for operation of City services  

 An increase of $179,706 or 0.1% over FY 19 

2. Proposed General Operating Fund recommended funding – $52,303,029  

 A decrease of $615,043 or -1.16% under FY 19 

3. Established a Debt Service Fund to demonstrate the City’s long-term obligation that requires  funding 
annually  

 Eliminate the practice of budgeting certain operating costs as capital. 

4. NO tax rate adjustment for FY 20. 

5. NO draw from Unassigned Fund Balance (UAFB) to balance the budget  

 Continuation of maintaining a structurally balanced budget 

6. Remain within the baseline budget equal to the amount of the department adopted FY 19.  
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Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

 

Other highlights of the proposed budget FY 20 are: 
 Debt Service Fund establishment 

 Health care cost – NO increase 

 Mandated Services Funding (Social Services, CSA, etc.) 

 No funding for positions (5) on hold until 2016 CAFR completed  

 Cap on new positions – 42 requested, only 2 Part-Time Positions to FTE recommended 

 Cap on new projects – $18.3 million requested, $1.3 million funded 

 NO new debt 

 School funding $46,097,371 pending School’s submission package to City Manager (School 
funding forecasted at FY19 level except for local portion adjusted based upon prior year’s 
spending trends – FY20 local portion $12,242,921) 
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Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

Financial Management Update: 

 FY 2016 CAFR – Completed 

 FY 2017 CAFR – Audit work Completed, Pending Auditor Opinion 

 FY 2018 CAFR – City has initiated field work; Projected Completion 
June 2019 

 

99



Proposed FY 20 Operating & Capital Budget 

 

 

 

Questions? 
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SUMMARY: 

Y N Y N 

□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1 □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2 □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3 □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 

□ □ Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward #4 

CITY OF HOPEWELL 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment 

None (Does not apply) 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing     

Presentation-Boards/Commissions 

Unfinished Business     

Citizen/Councilor Request     

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing     

Approve on Emergency Measure 

COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:    

Fiscal Year 2020 School Board Operating Budget 

ISSUE:  Council is requested to approve and adopt the amended the Fiscal Year 

2020 School Board Budget 

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends conducting public hearing to solicit 

public comments on the FY 2020 School Board Budget 

TIMING: A public hearing was announced for the May 7, 2019 meeting. 

BACKGROUND: The Proposed FY 20 Operating Budget appropriates a total of 

approximately $48,119,129.  The Proposed School Board Budget request of the 

City is $14,264,679. 

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

Proposed FY 19 School Board Budget Resolution 

STAFF:    

EnterTextHere 
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FY20 Proposed School Budget

School Operating Fund - 014
     Estimated Revenues

State Sources 33,713,123         
Federal Sources 5,006,149           
Other Revenues 502,953              
Transfer from General Fund 14,495,466         
Total Revenues 53,717,691         

     Appropriations
Non-Categorical 53,717,691         
Total School Operating Fund 53,717,691         

School Textbook Fund - 056
     Estimated Revenues

State Sources 500,000              
Total Revenues 500,000              

    Appropriations
Textbook Purchases 500,000              
Total School Textbook Fund 500,000              

School Cafeteria Fund - 057
     Estimated Revenues

States Sources 62,007                
Federal Sources 2,350,000           
Other Sources 1,219,844           
Total Revenues 3,631,851           

     Appropriations
Operating Expenses 3,631,851           
Total School Cafeteria Fund 3,631,851           

School Building/Bus Replacement Fund - 063
     Estimated Revenues

Other Sources 2,307,384           
Total Revenues 2,307,384           

     Appropriations
Appropriations 2,307,384           
Total School Building/Bus Repl Fund 2,307,384           

Total Budget Request 60,156,926         103
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SUMMARY: 

Y N       Y N  

□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1    □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2   □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3    □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 

□ □ Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward #4 
 

 

       

  

 

CITY OF HOPEWELL  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 

 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment  

None (Does not apply) 

 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing          

Presentation-Boards/Commissions  

Unfinished Business            

Citizen/Councilor Request      

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees  
 

 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing       

Approve on Emergency Measure  

 
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:     

Adjustment to the Employee Only City Share for the TLC (The Local Choice) Key Advantage 

Expanded Plan for the 2019-2020 plan year. 

ISSUE:  Council to approve a slight adjustment to the 2019-2020 Employee Only City Share for the TLC 

Key Advantage Expanded Plan as required by TLC. 

RECOMMENDATION:  City Administration recommends approving the slight adjustment required by 

TLC guidelines. 

TIMING: Action is required at this meeting to meet TLC’s renewal requirements, to move forward with 

our annual open enrollment period, and to avoid negative impact to payroll deduction processing. 

 

BACKGROUND: The rate previously proposed by One Digital and approved by Council for the 

employee only level of the TLC Key Advantage Expanded plan was $527.00 per month.  This rate does 

not meet TLC’s requirement for the City to pay 80% of the employee only premium, which would be 

$527.60 per month per participant.  There was an error in One Digital’s spreadsheet that was not caught 

until the renewal was being submitted through TLC’s renewal site.  

FISCAL IMPACT: The fiscal impact of this adjustment is an approximate increase of $331 per year. 

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

 Revised Rate Sheet for the 19-20 Plan Year 

STAFF:    

Jennifer Sears, Director of Human Resources. 
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High Deductible Health Plan 

(HDHP) with HSA*

Employee Share 

(per pay)

Employee Share 

(per month)

City Share (per 

month)

Total Premium 

(per month)

Employee Only $35.63 $71.27 $391.73 $463.00 

Employee + Spouse $100.95 $201.89 $655.11 $857.00 

Employee + Child $83.40 $166.80 $690.20 $857.00 

Employee + Children $83.46 $166.93 $1,083.07 $1,250.00 

Employee + Family $166.80 $333.59 $916.41 $1,250.00 

Key Advantage 250 Employee Share Employee Share City Share Total Premium

Employee Only $50.50 $101.00 $533.00 $634.00 

Employee + Spouse $151.31 $302.62 $870.38 $1,173.00 

Employee + Child $121.04 $242.08 $930.92 $1,173.00 

Employee + Children $120.98 $241.95 $1,470.05 $1,712.00 

Employee + Family $256.11 $512.22 $1,199.78 $1,712.00 

Key Advantage Expanded Employee Share Employee Share City Share Total Premium

Employee Only $78.70 $157.40 $527.60 $685.00 

Employee + Spouse $204.31 $408.62 $858.38 $1,267.00 

Employee + Child $174.04 $348.08 $918.92 $1,267.00 

Employee + Children $197.98 $395.95 $1,454.05 $1,850.00 

Employee + Family $333.11 $666.22 $1,183.78 $1,850.00 

Revised TLC Rates for PY 19-20
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SUMMARY: 
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□ □ Councilor Debbie Randolph, Ward #1    □ □ Councilor Janice Denton, Ward #5 
□ □ Councilor Arlene Holloway, Ward #2   □ □ Councilor Brenda Pelham, Ward #6 

□ □ Councilor John B. Partin, Ward #3    □ □ Vice Mayor Patience Bennett, Ward #7 
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CITY OF HOPEWELL  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 

 

Strategic Operating Plan Vision Theme: 

Civic Engagement 

Culture & Recreation  

Economic Development 

Education 

Housing 

Safe & Healthy Environment  

None (Does not apply) 

 

Order of Business: 

  Consent Agenda    

Public Hearing          

Presentation-Boards/Commissions  

Unfinished Business            

Citizen/Councilor Request      

Regular Business 

Reports of Council Committees  
 

 

Action: 

Approve and File  

Take Appropriate Action  

Receive & File (no motion required) 

Approve Ordinance 1
st
 Reading 

Approve Ordinance 2
nd

 Reading 

  Set a Public Hearing       

Approve on Emergency Measure  

 

COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM TITLE:     

Twinning Association – Trip to England 

ISSUE:  Councillor Mrs. Jenny Webb, Mayor-Elect of Ashford in England has extended an 

invitation to our Mayor to join Ashford in celebrating the 20
th

 anniversary of the official 

twinning of Ashford and Hopewell. This celebration will be held in England.  

RECOMMENDATION:   

TIMING: The anniversary is fast approaching, and arrangements will have to be made quickly 

if it is agreed to attend this event. Therefore, action is requested at this May 14, 2019 meeting. 

 

BACKGROUND: The City of Hopewell entered into an Agreement with the City of Ashford in 

1999. Since that time, periodically, the two cities have exchanged personnel. Pursuant to the 

Agreement, the Twinning Association works with each side so that each takes turns. Generally, 

there is little to no cost other than airfare as the hosting city generally provides housing and 

meals. The former Mayor of Ashford came here to visit us on May 9, 2017.  They have now 

extended their invitation to our Mayor to do the same. 

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 

 Letter from Councillor Mrs. Jenny Webb, Mayor-Elect of Ashford 

 Copy of Twinning Agreement 

STAFF:    

Herbert Bragg, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs 
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Councillor Mrs Jenny Webb 
Mayor-Elect of Ashford 
Mayor’s Parlour, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, TN23 1PL 

 
Direct dial (01233) 330317 
E-mail  donna.sowerby@ashford.gov.uk 
Date 11th March 2019 
 
The Honourable, Jasmine E Gore 
Mayor of Hopewell 
Hopewell City Council 
300 North Main Street 
HOPEWELL 
Virginia 23860 
USA 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mayor Gore 
 
20th Anniversary of Twinning between Ashford, Kent and Hopewell, Virginia 
 
First of all, I would like to introduce myself as the Mayor-Elect of Ashford Borough Council 
and to send you my best regards. 
 
As you are no doubt already aware this year is the 20th anniversary of the official twinning 
of Ashford and Hopewell, which took place on the 25 July 1999 in Ashford. 
 
To formally mark this historic occasion, the Borough Council, in partnership with the 
Ashford Friends of Hopewell, would like to invite you and your partner along with a 
representative (and their partner) from the Hopewell Twinning Association to visit Ashford 
in July this year.  The Ashford Friends of Hopewell have kindly offered to make the hosting 
arrangements which would be staying with one of their members in Ashford. 
 
As far as timing is concerned, we are proposing the end of July so that you would be able 
to attend a special event with the Friends of Hopewell at Willesborough Windmill on 
Monday 22nd July and visit the Mayor’s Parlour on Thursday 25th July, the actual 
anniversary of the twinning. 
 
The weekend of the 20th and 21st July will also see the 24th Create Music Festival, a very 
popular community musical extravaganza, taking place along with a number of supporting 
events.  These include activities such as Mr Harper’s Day, an annual event, which 
celebrates the donation of the Hubert Fountain to Victoria Park (where the festival takes 
place) to the town in 1912. 
 
         
 
Cont.  

Civic Centre 
Tannery Lane 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 1PL 
01233 331111 
www.ashford.gov.uk 

  @ashfordcouncil 
  AshfordBoroughCouncil 

112



2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I do hope you and a representative of the twinning association are able to attend and so 
that we can start planning and in particular identify hosts, it would be appreciated if you 
could respond as soon as you are able. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Jenny Webb 

 
 
Councillor Mrs Jenny Webb 
The Honourable, The Mayor-Elect of Ashford 
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Thursday, August 26, 1999   

  

 

 

Twinning 

Agreement 
 

n order to corroborate the sanctioned twinning 

between the localities of Hopewell, Virginia, U.S.A. 

and Ashford, Kent, U.K. and affirm the official action 

taken on Sunday, July 25, 1999, in Ashford, Kent, a 

formal ceremony was held on Thursday, August 26, 1999, 

which is forever memorialized by this document. 

 

he Mayors of Hopewell and Ashford, at a ceremony 

at First Baptist Church, Hopewell, Virginia, pledged 

to continue to fortify the relationship between the two 

communities and to endorse a global alliance, accord, 

and appreciation. 

 

his document bears witness to the official twinning 

by virtue of the signatures below. 
 

 

 

 

I 

T 

T 
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Ronnieye Arrington

From: Calos, Stefan M. <scalos@sandsanderson.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 9:21 AM
To: Ronnieye Arrington
Cc: John M. Altman; Debbie Pershing; Charles E. Dane; Michelle Hicks; Wallace, Matthew T.
Subject: RE: City Council rules
Attachments: Rules of Procedure, City Council, Rule 203, approved and option, clean and redlined, 

per 4.23.19 council meeting, by smc as of 5.9.19.pdf; Rules of Procedure, City Council, 
clean, approved through 4.9.19 (to be ....pdf

Ronnieye, in follow up to the April 23, 2019 city council meeting, I attach an updated 
proposed Rule 203 (Discussion Limitation). I also attach the latest draft of all approved 
rules. It remains four numbered pages. Please keep them together, as one document.  
 
Please include this explanatory email in the May 14 agenda packet for the open meeting, 
along with the attached documents, in the order presented here. Thank you, 

Stefan M. Calos    
Attorney 
Sands Anderson PC 
1111 East Main Street, Suite 2400 | P.O. Box 1998 | Richmond,  VA 23218-1998  
(804) 783-7215 Direct | (804) 648-1636 Main | (804) 783-7291 Fax 
www.SandsAnderson.com |  scalos@sandsanderson.com | Bio | vCard 

NOTICE from Sands Anderson PC: This message and its attachments are confidential and may be protected by the attorney/client privilege. If 
you are not the named addressee or if this message has been addressed to you in error, you are directed not to read, disclose, reproduce, 
distribute, disseminate or otherwise use this transmission. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete and destroy this 
message and its attachments. 
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Approved 1.22.19 (but not adopted) . . . 

 

203. Discussion Limitation – No member speaks for longer than ten minutes on any item or more 

than twice on any item (Robert's Rules), and not until every other councilor has had an 

opportunity to speak.                           

Redlined per 4.23.19 city council meeting . . . 

 

Discussion Limitation – Councilors do not ask questions during presentations of regular 

or special business items. After a presentation concludes, or if no presentation is made, 

No a councilor member may on any item speaks up to for longer than ten minutes total, 

which includes questions, discussion, and debate on any item. If the item is an action 

item, a motion is made and seconded before questions, discussion, or debate ensues. If 

the councilor speaks for less than ten minutes initially, or more than twice on any item 

(Robert's Rules), and not, the councilor may speak a second time if until every other 

councilor has had an opportunity to speak, and a third time if every other councilor has 

had equal opportunities to speak, until every councilor has spoken or had an opportunity 

to speak for up to ten minutes total or three times. The limitations in this rule do not 

apply to public hearings or work sessions, or when points of order are properly made and 

addressed. After a public hearing is closed, or a work session item becomes an action 

item, the limitations in this rule apply. 

 

Clean per 4.23.19 city council meeting . . . 

 

Discussion Limitation – Councilors do not ask questions during presentations of regular 

or special business items. After a presentation concludes, or if no presentation is made, a 

councilor may on any item speak up to ten minutes total, which includes questions, 

discussion, and debate. If the item is an action item, a motion is made and seconded 

before questions, discussion, or debate ensues. If the councilor speaks for less than ten 

minutes initially, the councilor may speak a second time if every other councilor has had 

an opportunity to speak, and a third time if every other councilor has had equal 

opportunities to speak, until every councilor has spoken or had an opportunity to speak 

for up to ten minutes total or three times. The limitations in this rule do not apply to 

public hearings or work sessions, or when points of order are properly made and 

addressed. After a public hearing is closed, or a work session item becomes an action 

item, the limitations in this rule apply. 
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HOPEWELL CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

These rules are authorized by the Hopewell Charter, Chapter IV, Section 4  

CONDUCT OF MEETINGS— 

ROLES OF PRESIDING OFFICER, CITY CLERK, AND CITY ATTORNEY 

 

101. Robert’s Rules of Order; Parliamentarian; Presiding Officer – Where these rules are 

silent, Robert’s Rules of Order prevails (Charter IV.4). The city attorney is 

parliamentarian, whose ruling, when requested by or through the presiding officer, is 

final and binding, subject only to appeal to and a two-thirds vote of all council members.  

The presiding officer is the council president (mayor) or, in the mayor's absence, the 

vice-president (vice mayor) (Charter IV.5). If the mayor and vice mayor are absent, the 

temporary chair (see Rule 103) is the presiding officer. 
 

[Approved 6.26.18 (this and other rules are to be adopted once all rules are approved); for consistency and 

gender-neutrality, "chairman" subsequently changed to "chair"] 

 

102. Roll Call; Quorum – The presiding officer takes the chair at the appointed meeting hour, 

and immediately calls council to order. The city clerk then calls the roll, and enters in the 

meeting minutes the names of the councilors as present or absent. In the absence of a 

quorum, the city clerk attempts to procure the attendance of absent councilors. A quorum 

exists when a majority of all councilors is present (Charter IV.4). 

 

103. Temporary Chair – In the absence of the mayor and vice mayor, the city clerk calls 

council to order, and calls the roll. If a quorum exists, council elects by majority vote of 

those present one of its members to be temporary chair until the mayor or vice mayor 

appears. 

 

104. Appeals – See Rule 101. 

 
 [Rules 102 - 104 approved 9.11.18; addition of "city" before "clerk" per 1.22.19 council meeting; for 

consistency and gender-neutrality, "chairman" subsequently changed to "chair"] 

 

105. Voting Methods – Votes upon a motion to adopt an ordinance or resolution are by roll 

call. All other votes are recorded by “ayes” and “nays” (Charter IV.8), unless the 

presiding officer requests a roll call. No councilor is excused from voting except on items 

that consider the councilor's official conduct, or involve the councilor's financial or 

personal interests (Charter IV.8). Although one cannot be compelled to vote (Robert's 

Rules), a councilor (a) who is present but fails to vote without having been excused under 

this rule, or (b) who, in violation of Rule 209, excused himself or herself from the 

meeting to avoid voting, may be disciplined (Charter IV.4; Va. Code § 2.2-3711). 

 
     [Approved 10.9.18] 

 

106. Presiding Officer's Designee – The presiding officer may designate another councilor   

to preside for a single issue. If the mayor is the presiding officer, the vice mayor is 
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designated. If the vice mayor is unavailable, the presiding officer may designate any 

other councilor. 
 

     [Approved 9.11.18] 

 

CONDUCT OF MEETINGS— 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 

201. Seating – Councilors are seated at the council chamber dais as follows. Mayor: center; 

vice mayor: immediate left of mayor; most-recent past mayor, if any: immediate right of 

mayor; remainder of members: in increasing numerical order by ward, starting at the far 

left of the mayor and the immediate right of the city manager. If the vice mayor is the 

most-recent past mayor, then the next-most-recent past mayor sits to the right of the 

mayor. The remaining seats are occupied, from the far left, by the city attorney, the city 

manager, the city clerk, and the assistant city clerk, respectively. 

 

Sample Seating Chart 

 
Asst. 
City 

Clerk 

City 
Clerk 

Councilor 
Ward 5 

Councilor 
Ward 3 

Most-
Recent 

Past Mayor   

Mayor              
 

Vice 
Mayor 

Councilor 
Ward 2 

Councilor 
Ward 1 

City 
Manager 

City 
Attorney 

 

[podium] 

 
[Approved 2.26.19] 

 

202. Addressing Council – Councilors and others are addressed or referred to as Mr., Mrs., 

Miss, Ms., Madam, and/or by title.  For example, "Madam Mayor," "Vice Mayor Jones,"  

"Councilor Smith," "Mr. Williams," or "the City Manager." 

 
 [Approved 10.9.18] 

 

203. Discussion Limitation – No member speaks for longer than ten minutes on any item or more 

than twice on any item (Robert's Rules), and not until every other councilor has had an 

opportunity to speak. 
 

         [Approved 1.22.19] 

 

204.   Voting Order – Roll call for voting is by ward number. At the first meeting in January,     

the roll call starts with the Ward 1 councilor, and proceeds numerically, through the Ward 

7 councilor.  At each meeting thereafter, the roll call is rotated by beginning with the 

Ward 2 councilor at the second meeting, and so on until each councilor has voted first.  

Once all councilors have voted first, the process repeats.  

 
[Approved 9.11.18] 

 

205. Motions – All motions, except those to adopt ordinances making appropriations, 

authorizing the contracting of indebtedness, or relating to the issuance of bonds or other 

evidences of debt, are confined to one subject (Charter IV.8). 
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         [Approved 1.22.19] 

 

206. RESERVED 

   [Approved 1.22.19, with this notation: No changes proposed at this time. Council would continue to reserve 

this number for a future rule. The familiar numbering of current rules would remain.] 

 

207.  Dissent or Protest – During debate, a councilor has the right to express dissent from or 

protest against the adoption of any ordinance or resolution.      

208. Attendance – Councilors notify the city clerk of absence from a scheduled meeting, at 

least 12 hours in advance if possible. The city clerk promptly notifies all councilors of the 

absence, if a quorum might not be present. 

        [Rules 207 and 208 approved 1.22.19] 

 

209.  Excuse During Meeting – Any councilor may excuse himself or herself during a 

meeting, except to avoid voting. 
 

[Approved 10.9.18] 

 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS; AGENDA 
 

301. Regular Meetings – Regular meetings are held in the council chamber, third floor of the 

Municipal Building, beginning at 7:30 p.m., at least once each month (Charter IV.6), on 

such days and at other times or places established at council's annual meeting (Va. Code 

§ 15.2-1416). 

 

302. Special Meetings – Special meetings are called by the city manager, the mayor, or any 

other councilor (Charter IV.6), upon notice that is reasonable under the circumstance (Va. 

Code § 2.2-3708.2) but no less than 12 hours. The city clerk immediately notifies, in 

addition to the public, the city manager, the city attorney, and each councilor by electronic 

mail or other writing if previously requested by the councilor, of the meeting time and 

place, and the specific items of business. No other items are considered unless all 

councilors are present and unanimously consent. Notice is waived if all councilors attend 

the meeting or sign a waiver (Va. Code § 15.2-1418). 

[Rules 301 and 302 approved 2.26.19] 

 

403. Minutes; Recordings – Meetings are electronically recorded. In accordance with 

Robert's Rules of Order, minutes contain a record of what was done at the meeting. A 

councilor may, however, direct through the mayor that the draft minutes of the meeting 

include a brief summary of the councilor's remarks regarding an agenda item. Such 

direction must be given at the same meeting in which the remarks were made and prior to 

the next agenda item. 
 

[Approved 2.12.19] 
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405. Communications from Citizens and Others – The communications from citizens 

portion of the regular-meeting agenda is limited to three minutes per speaker and 30 

minutes total. Speakers may contact the clerk in advance of, or sign up in person at, the 

meeting. They are called in the order they signed up, before others in the audience speak. 

Each person addressing council approaches the podium, and gives name and, if a 

Hopewell resident, ward number. No one may address council more than once per 

meeting, unless granted permission by the presiding officer. Speakers address council as 

a body, not individual councilors. Questions are asked of councilors and staff through the 

presiding officer. The presiding officer, subject to free-speech considerations as 

determined by the city attorney, has the authority to deem a matter inappropriate. Upon 

motion of any councilor, a majority of councilors present may allow the speaker to 

continue. 
 

[Approved 3.5.19] 

 

406. . 

 

 

 

 

 

Decorum – Any person who makes personal, impertinent, abusive, or slanderous statements, 

or incites disorderly conduct in the council chamber may be reprimanded by the presiding 

officer, and removed from the meeting upon a majority vote of councilors present, excluding 

any councilor who is the subject of the motion. 
 

                                                     [Approved 10.9.18] 

422. Proclamation, Certificate, and Letterhead Guidelines – Council as a body issues 

proclamations, certificates of recognition or condolence, and congratulatory letters, in 

conformance with the attached guidelines. Such proclamations, certificates, and letters 

are approved and signed by the mayor or, in the absence or disability of the mayor, the 

vice mayor (Charter IV.5). For personal communications or statements, an individual 

councilor may use letterhead incorporating the city logo and indicating they are "from the 

desk of" the councilor. No communication or statement issued by an individual councilor 

is or may be deemed an official act of the council, the city of Hopewell, or its agencies. 

 
                    [Approved 4.9.19] 
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REPORTS OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL 

• COMMITTEES
• INDIVIDUAL REQUEST

• ANY OTHER COUNCILOR
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ADJOURN 
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