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CITY OF HOPEWELL 
Hopewell, Virginia 23860 

CITY COUNCIL 
Jasmine E. Gore, Mayor, Ward #4 

Patience Bennett, Vice Mayor, Ward #7 
Debbie Randolph, Councilor, Ward #1 
Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward #2 

John B. Partin, Jr., Councilor, Ward #3 
Janice Denton, Councilor, Ward #5 

Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor, Ward #6 

John M. Altman, Jr., City Manager 
Sandra. Robinson, City Attorney 

Camisha M. Brown, Assistant City Clerk 

AGENDA 

(804) 541-2408 

www.hopewellva.gov 

info@hopewellva.gov 

cmbrown@hopewellva.gov 

 June 11, 2020 ELECTRONIC MEETING Work Session: 6:30 PM 

OPEN MEETING 

6:30 p.m.   Call to order, roll call, and welcome to visitors 

 SPECIAL MEETING 

SB-1 Real Estate Tax Deadline Extension Resolution 

SB-2 COVID-19 Taxpayer Relief Ordinance 

 WORK SESSION 

WS-1 Budget Work Session 

City Council

Adjournment 
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SPECIAL 

MEETING 

  



SB-1 



RESOLUTION EXTENDING 
THE DUE DATE FOR THE PAYMENT OF 

REAL ESTATE TAXES  
 
 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 
(“coronavirus”) to be a public health emergency of international concern; subsequent thereto the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services declared the coronavirus a national 
public health emergency; and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam declared a state of 
emergency for the entire Commonwealth of Virginia due to the detection and spread of the 
coronavirus in the Commonwealth, and pursuant to that declaration ordered the temporary closure 
of Virginia public schools, businesses, and limited public gatherings to no more than 10 people:  
all actions substantially and negatively impacted most individuals and businesses residing in the 
City of Hopewell;  

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national state of 
emergency due to the spread of and deaths from the coronavirus in the United States and also to 
prevent the further contagion of the coronavirus, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
all citizens also banned public gatherings of greater than 10 people;  

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Hopewell City Council, pursuant to its authority 
under the Hopewell City Charter, Chapter IV, §2 and Virginia Code Ann.§§44-146.19(A), 44-
146.21, 15.2-925, 15.2-925.1, 15.2-926, 15.2-1102 enacted a local declaration of emergency; and 
in accord with Va. Code Ann. §15.2-1413 has subsequently provided for the continuity of its 
government in view of this disaster;  

WHEREAS the combined effect of the state and federal declarations of emergency and 
their respective orders to stay-at-home and close business contributed to widespread furloughs 
and loss of income for millions of individuals and businesses, and on May 26, 2020, the Hopewell 
City Council determined that it was in interest of the general welfare of the city, and the safety, 
health, peace, good order, comfort, and maintenance of the Hopewell citizens who have been 
victimize directly and indirectly by the COVID-19 pandemic disaster to be relieved of certain 
deadlines that would incur substantial costs in the form of penalty and interest; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Va. Code Ann. §58.1-3916 a locality may, by resolution, provide 
for the reasonable extensions of time for the payment of taxes and the filing of returns whenever 
good cause exits; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED this 9th day of June, 2020 by the Hopewell City Council hereby 
extends the June 15, 2020 due date for the payment of real estate taxes until June 30, 2020, in 
accordance with Va. Code Ann. §§58.1-3916 and all other applicable provisions of law.  
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        Witness this signature and seal 

 

        ______________________________ 
       Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward 4 

 

VOTING AYE: 

 
 
VOTING NAY: 

 
ABSTAINING: 

 
ABSENT: 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Camisha Brown, Acting City Clerk 
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SB-2 

  



ORDINANCE NO. ___________ 
 
 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZIING AND PROVIDING  
RELIEF FROM THE IMPOSITION OF LATE FEE, PENALTY, AND INTEREST ON 
CERTAIN LOCAL TAXES AND UTILITIES OWING BETWEEN JULY 1, 2020 AND 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 DUE TO  
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS RESULTING FROM COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

 
 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 
(“coronavirus”) to be a public health emergency of international concern, and subsequent thereto 
the United States Department of Health and Human Services declared the coronavirus a national 
public health emergency; and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam (hereinafter, “the 
Virginia Governor”) declared a state of emergency for the entire Commonwealth of Virginia due 
to the detection and spread of the coronavirus in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and pursuant to 
that declaration ordered the temporary closure of Virginia public schools, and many businesses; 
further, that due to the limit of public gatherings of greater than 10 people, most businesses were 
substantially and negatively impacted whether said businesses were opened or not; 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national state of 
emergency due to the spread of and deaths from the coronavirus in the United States and has 
authorized the issuance of federal regulations and executive orders that were intended to prevent 
the further contagion of the coronavirus, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of all United 
States citizens, and banned the public gatherings of people to no greater than 10 people;  

WHEREAS, the Hopewell City Council (“City Council”), on March 14, 2020 and 
pursuant its authority under the Hopewell City Charter, Chapter IV, §2 and Virginia Code 
Ann.§§44-146.19(A), 44-146.21, 15.2-925, 15.2-925.1, 15.2-926, 15.2-1102 enacted a local 
declaration of emergency, and in accord with Va. Code Ann. §15.2-1413 is authorized, on behalf 
of the locality, to provide for the continuity of its government in the event of a disaster, now  
therefore 

WHEREAS the combined effect of the state and federal declarations of emergency and 
their respective orders to stay-at-home and close business contributed to widespread furloughs 
and loss of income for millions of individuals and businesses;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Va. Code Ann. §15.2-1413 a locality is authorized to provide for 
the continuity of its government in the event of a disaster; and pursuant to Virginia Code Ann. 
§44-146.21 modify the manner in which it levies taxes and appropriates funds;  

WHEREAS, on May 26, 2020, the Hopewell City Council (“City Council”) determined 
that it was in interest of the general welfare of the city, and the safety, health, peace, good order, 
comfort, and maintenance of the Hopewell citizens who have been victimize directly and 
indirectly by the COVID-19 pandemic disaster by providing emergency assistance in the form of 

4



 2 

delaying the due date for tax payments and eliminating penalty for any late payment accruing in 
the short term; now therefore  

BE IT ORDAINED and enacted this 9th day of June, 2020 by the Hopewell City Council, 
pursuant to its authority under Va. Code Ann. §§15.2-1413 and 44-146.21, notwithstanding any 
contrary provision of  general or special law, hereby provides for the continuity of its government 
due to disaster resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic by adopting and enacting the following 
provisions: 

1. Between July 1, 2020 and September 30, 2020, the penalty and interest rate for the late 
payment of sanitary sewer, stormwater, and solid waste/refuse shall be $0.00.  No separate 
late fee shall be incurred or charged during this period.  
 

2. Between July 1, 2020 and September 30, 2020, the penalty and interest rate for the late 
payment of all local taxes, except meals tax and machinery and tools tax, shall be $0.00.   
No separate late fee shall be incurred or charged during this period. 

 
This Ordinance, or any portion thereof, may be amended or rescinded by the City Council at 

any time.      

The second reading required by Chapter IV, §8 of the Hopewell City Charter for the 
enactment of this Ordinance is hereby dispensed and this Ordinance shall take effect immediately 
upon adoption.   

 

        Witness this signature and seal 
 

   ______________________________ 
       Mayor Jasmine Gore, Ward 4 
 
 
VOTING AYE: 
 
 

VOTING NAY: 

 

ABSTAINING: 

 

ABSENT: 
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ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Camisha Brown, Acting City Clerk 
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BUDGET 

WORK 

SESSION 



FY 21 Budget Worksession Schedule – REVISED June 11, 2020 

Thursday, May 7th Tuesday, May 19th Thursday, May 21st 
✓City Manager ✓Finance ✓Davenport

✓Human Resources ✓Information Technology ✓Clerk of Circuit Court
✓Development ✓COR ✓Commonwealth’s Attorney

✓Treasurer ✓Sheriff

✓Recreation

Tuesday, May 26th Thursday, May 28th 
Regular City Council Meeting ✓Police

✓Fire
✓Public Works

✓HWR

Tuesday, June 2nd Thursday, June 4th 
✓Budget Public Hearing ✓Outside Agencies

✓Non-Departmental
Worksession – ✓City Clerk
✓DSS ✓City Attorney

Office on Youth 

Tuesday, June 9th Thursday, June 11th 
Regular City Council Meeting City Council 

Tuesday, June 16th Thursday, June 18th 
Finalize Budget Finalize Budget 

Tuesday, June 23rd 
Adopt FY21 Operating Budget 
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ADJOURN 
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