
July 2, 2020 
 

 

 City Manager’s Weekly Update 
 

 

 

  

 City of Hopewell, Virginia                                                               www.hopewellva.gov  1 

 

            CITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
   

  

 
John M. Altman, Jr. 

City Manager 
 
 

Each week, the City 

Manager prepares an 

update for City 

Council and citizens 

that addresses the 

status of major City 

projects, news, special 

events, and other 

matters of interest as 

well as City-wide 

accomplishments in 

the performance of 

our services to our 

citizens of Hopewell.  

 

Office of the           
City Manager 
300 N. Main Street, 
Suite 216 
Hopewell, VA  23860 
804-541-2243 
maltman@hopewellva.gov  
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COMMUNITY REMINDERS DURING COVID-19  
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COMMUNITY SERVICES DURING COVID-19  
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   MEDIA RELEASE 
     

Contact: 

Monique Robertson     Immediate Release    

Public Works Department    Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

PH: (804) 541-2295 

mrobertson@hopewellva.gov      
 

   Citizens Convenience Center  

Holiday Closure 
 

Hopewell, VA.  The Hopewell Citizens Convenience Center, 507 Station 

Street, will be closed on Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 4 in observance of 

the Independence Day holiday.  Residential refuse and recycling collections 

will not be affected by the holiday observance.  
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            REGISTER HERE  

COMMUNITY NEWS & SERVICES 

 

https://www.hpgchamber.org/events/details/patio-poker-run-2020-12927?calendarMonth=2020-07-01
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Governor Northam Applauds Historic Progress  

As New Laws Take Effect in Virginia 

~ Sweeping measures include minimum wage increase, worker protections, gun violence prevention,  

expanding voting access, fighting climate change ~   

 

 Governor Ralph Northam highlighted new laws 

that take effect today as Virginia begins a new 

fiscal year. The Governor worked closely with 

members of the General Assembly to take 

forward-looking and historic steps to protect 

vulnerable Virginians, increase equity, and 

position the Commonwealth for future growth 

and success.  

New laws include commonsense gun safety measures, worker protections, 

improvements to voting accessibility, criminal justice reforms, and measures 

that advance the rights of women and the LGBTQ community. Governor 

Northam also signed legislation that removes discriminatory and racist 

language from Virginia’s books, and include actions to fight climate change 

and dramatically boost Virginia’s renewable energy production.   

“I am proud of the bold legislation we championed with the General 

Assembly this year,” said Governor Northam. “From protecting civil rights, 

to expanding voting access, to supporting workers, we have made 

generational progress on some of the most critical issues of our time. With 

these new laws, Virginia will be an even better place to live, work, visit, and 

raise a family.”   

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
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Key measures from the 2020 General Assembly Session that go into effect 

today include: 

• Advancing historic justice and equity with new laws that give localities 

authority over Confederate war memorials, remove of discriminatory 

language from the Acts of Assembly, and establish a commission to study 

slavery in Virginia and subsequent racial and economic discrimination. 

New measures also ban discrimination based on hair.  

• Enhancing worker protections with measures that increase the minimum 

wage, ban workplace discrimination, and combat worker 

misclassification and wage theft.  

• Commonsense gun safety laws that reinstate the restriction on handgun 

purchases to one per month, implement background checks on all firearm 

sales, require the reporting of lost or stolen firearms, and establish an 

Extreme Risk Protective Order.    

 Criminal justice reforms that include decriminalizing marijuana, raising 

the felony larceny threshold, and permanently ending the practice of 

driver’s license suspensions for unpaid court fines.  

 • Expanding access to the ballot box by allowing early voting 45 days prior 

to an election without a stated excuse, extending in-person polling hours, 

and making Election Day a state holiday by repealing Lee-Jackson Day.  

 • Accelerating Virginia’s transition to clean energy with the Virginia Clean 

Economy Act and measures to advance offshore wind and solar energy 

sources, establish renewable portfolio standards, and enter the 

Commonwealth into the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative  

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS-cont. 
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• Increasing protections for LGBTQ+ Virginians with the Virginia Values 

Act, which prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity in housing, employment, public spaces, and credit 

applications. New laws also ban the harmful practice of “conversion 

therapy” for minors, increase protections for transgender students in 

public schools, expand the definition of a hate crime, and make it easier 

for LGBTQ+ individuals to obtain a birth certificate that matches their 

gender identity.  

 • Restoring reproductive rights by repealing medically-unnecessary 

restrictions on women’s healthcare. The Reproductive Health Protection 

Act repeals Virginia’s mandatory ultrasound law and 24-hour waiting 

period prior to abortion, and rolls back politically motivated “TRAP” 

restrictions on women’s health centers. “The purpose of the highway 

marker program is to educate the public by presenting an objective and 

truthful version of history. It is past time for Virginians to more fully 

understand and appreciate the experiences and many contributions of 

African Americans who shaped the Virginia of today,” said Director of 

the Virginia Department of Historic Resources Julie Langan. “Yesterday’s 

actions by the Board of Historic Resources couldn’t be more timely or 

fitting.” 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Upcoming City Council Meetings: 
  

July 14, 2020 – Regular Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
(These meetings will be held electronically) 
CITIZENS CAN WATCH THE MEETING VIA: 

Hopewell City Council Live https://hopewellva.gov/city-council-live/  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzz-V2cGfrfyebxDeQ4_x7A 

 

 

Hopewell City Council 
300 N. Main Street  

Hopewell, VA 23860 
Phone:  804-541-2408 

Fax: 804-541-2412  
https://hopewellva.gov/city-council-live 

https://www.facebook.com/hopewellva.gov/ 
https://twitter.com/Hopewell_VA 

https://www.instagram.com/hopewellva/  
 

 

 

City employees will be observing the Independence 

Day Holiday on Friday, July 3.  Have a safe and 

enjoyable holiday! 

https://hopewellva.gov/city-council-live/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzz-V2cGfrfyebxDeQ4_x7A
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=K5PknSBZ&id=87E2244AF04B39D32C204277FE1AAFAB3AD59171&thid=OIP.K5PknSBZs_JIAjOd0NTq0gHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.lancaster-tx.com/calendar/ThumbNails/City-Council-Meeting-Icon_212x124_thumb.png&exph=212&expw=212&q=town+hall+meeting+icon&simid=608040383479744367&selectedIndex=11
https://www.facebook.com/hopewellva.gov/
https://twitter.com/Hopewell_VA
https://www.instagram.com/hopewellva/
https://hopewellva.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Council-Connections-9-18-19-REVIEWED-DRAFT-All-1.pdf

